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Cambridge Learner Attributes 
 

Cambridge Learner Attributes are five habits in learning, which are based on student self-awareness of 
learning as a process, not solely an outcome (e.g., a test). 

 
Confident - Cambridge Secondary learners are confident in working with information and ideas – both their own and 

those of others. They are ready to take intellectual risks in order to explore and evaluate ideas and arguments in a 
structured, critical, and analytic manner.  They communicate clearly and defend their views and opinions while also 
respecting those of others.   

 
Responsible - Cambridge Secondary learners are responsible for themselves.  They take ownership of their learning 

by setting short- and long-term goals. Additionally, they are responsive to and respectful of others, as they know their 
actions have effects on those around them. 

 
Reflective - Cambridge Secondary learners are reflective and understand how they prefer to learn (e.g., listening to 

others, working alone) and to demonstrate their knowledge (e.g., writing a summary, drawing a picture, giving a speech).  
They develop skills and strategies to strengthen these preferences in order to be life-long learners. 

 
Innovative - Cambridge Secondary learners are innovative and equipped for new and future challenges. They use 

their creativity and imagination to apply their knowledge and solve new and unfamiliar problems.  They are flexible in 
their thinking and can create multiple solutions for a problem or respect how someone may solve a problem differently. 

 
Engaged - Cambridge Secondary learners are engaged intellectually and socially.  They are curious and ready to ask 

questions of themselves, their peers and teachers in order to learn more about a subject or topic. 

 
 
 
Summer Assignment 
 

 Read your grade level’s common novel:  
o Grade 6 common novel:  Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 
o Grade 7 common novel: *A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park 
o Grade 8 common novel: The Giver by Lois Lowry 

 

 Keep a triple entry journal (see an example on the next page) detailing the main character’s or 
characters’ attributes for each chapter by explaining which of the 5 attributes were exhibited within the 
chapter.  These journals are to be based on your understanding of the novel and interpretation of how 
the attributes may apply in one’s life.   
   

 Choose three attributes that your character exhibits throughout the story and create a presentation 
that explains HOW you know these are his/her attributes and WHY they are significant to the story 
(see Character Analysis Assignment document for further explanation) 
 

Upon return to school, you will present your character analysis.  Your English Language Arts teacher 
will provide further direction the first week of school.  

o Consider an option from the list below to demonstrate your character analysis:  
 create a paper slide presentation 
 design a Prezi or Power Point 
 produce a visual representation (e.g., annotated scrapbook, annotated collage, comic 

book, brochure, video, etc.) 
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Triple Entry Journal 

Name: Student Example, 6th grade  

 Common Novel & Author: Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 

 

 

Character: 

 

Which of the Cambridge Learner 

Attributes is the character 

displaying? Use text evidence and 

your own ideas to detail how this 

habit applies to the character(s). 

Specific Text Evidence: 

  

Max 

Innovative – Max clearly has an 

imagination that comes to life 

when he and his friend Freak 

are together.  He even believes 

that he did not have a brain 

before he became friends with 

Freak.  Max describes their 

partnership as Freak the Mighty, 

and together they believe they 

have the power to take on the 

world and the problems they 

may face.     

Chapter One, page 1-3 

 

“Except I had a way of saying 

things with my fists and my feet 

even before we became Freak 

the Mighty, slaying dragons and 

fools and walking high above 

the world.”   

 

“’I’m Robot Man,’ little Freak 

would go, making these weird 

robot noises as he humped 

himself around the 

playground.” 

 

“…I never had a brain until 

Freak moved down the street.” 
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Character Analysis Assignment 

Think about your overall impression of the main character(s) in your grade level’s common novel. 

What is he/she like? What are some of his/her most interesting/meaningful/significant attributes? 

Why?  

 

Task: Choose three attributes that your character exhibits throughout the story and create a 

presentation that explains HOW you know these are his/her traits and WHY they are significant to 

the story. 

 

Refer to the outline below and your triple entry journal to help you complete your assignment: 

 

I. Introduction  
A. Introduce the novel’s title and author  
B. Give brief background information: What is the story about?  
C. Claim: In one sentence, state what your character’s attributes are and how/why they 

affect the story/themes/other characters.  
 

II. How is this character revealed at the beginning of the novel? 

A. Identify the attribute your character exhibits at the beginning of the novel.  
B. How do you know? (What do others say about the character? What does the 

character do?  How does the author describe the character?) Be sure to include 
specific text evidence to support your claim.  Elaborate by explaining how the specific 
text evidence illustrates the character’s first attribute. (information included in the 
center of your triple entry journal) 

C. How does this attribute affect the story? (How does this attribute help or hurt the 
character’s relationships with others? Does it help/hurt him personally? Does it get 
him into or out of trouble?)  

D. Why?  
 

III. How does the character change throughout the course of the novel? 

A. Identify a second attribute your character exhibits  
B. How do you know? Consider changes in action, attitudes, beliefs, or self-concept. 

(What do others say about the character? What does the character do?) Be sure to 
include specific text evidence to support your claim.  Elaborate by explaining how the 
specific text evidence illustrates the character’s attribute. (information included in the 
center of your triple entry journal) 

C. How does this attribute affect the story? (How does this attribute help or hurt the 
character’s relationships with others? Does it help/hurt him personally? Does it get 
him into or out of trouble?)  

D. Explain why this change is important to the character.  
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IV. Describe the character at the end of the novel.  

A. Identify a third attribute the character exhibits at the end of the novel 
B. How do you know? (What do others say about the character? What does the 

character do?) Be sure to include specific text evidence to support your claim.  
Elaborate by explaining how the specific text evidence illustrates the character’s 
attribute. (information included in the center of your triple entry journal) 

C. How does this attribute affect the story? (How does this trait help or hurt the 
character’s relationships with others? Does it help/hurt him personally? Does it get 
him into or out of trouble?)  

D. How have the character’s attributes changed from the beginning to the end of the 
novel?  Is the change for better or worse?  Why?  If there is no change, is that good 
or bad for the character? 
 

       V. Conclusion  

A. Explain what you have learned through the experiences of this character and how 
you feel about what this character has been through. 

 

 


