
GATOR TIMES 

Pics for pets 
Zada Zaammit 

On September 23rd, Mrs. Stone and her 2nd and 5th period Cambridge classes started a pro-
ject called, “Pics for Pets.” This project’s focus was to raise money for the Domestic Animal 
Service (DAS). It was held in the cafeteria and the DAS brought in about 8 to 10 of the sweet-
est and cutest dogs. The students made posters for the dogs, “to promote Pics for Pets and 
to just get kids interested and welcome the dogs” said Teagan N., a student in 
Mrs. Stone’s 5th period class.  

“To promote Pics for Pets and to just get 
kids interested and welcome the dogs”  

“I think it will show our students that not all pet owners treat their animals well, and that we 
can make a difference in saving an animals life,” said Mrs. Stone. To raise money, her stu-
dents brought in pictures of their pets for a fee of $3 to put in the competition, students do-
nate to the pet that they think is the cutest. Whoever wins and raises the most money on their 
pet will win prizes like a gift card certificate to the Coastland Mall, Five Guys, Starbucks, etc. 
Even if you don’t win, you still might even get a prize for participating. So remember to do-
nate—even 0.50¢ can make a difference to the Collier County Domestic Animal Services to 
help save the life of a 4-footed friend 

 Page 2 Teacher Bio     <——————- What is Inside 
 Page 3  Sports 
 Page 4 & 5 Opinions       
 Page 6 & 7 School News 
 Page 8,9,& 10 Seasonal 
 Page 11 Ads 
 
 

 
October 2016 

Issue 1 



Teacher Bio 

 

19 years and still loving it 

Tara D. 

19 years and Ms. Toledo is still loving the fact that she is a 
teacher here at ENMS. Ms. Toledo currently teachers 7th grade 
Advanced Language Arts. Her classroom is located in the North 
7th Grade hallway. In the past nineteen years, Ms. Toledo has 
taught language arts, debate, creative writing, humanities, se-
mantics, logic AP English, literature, journalism, and advanced 
reading.  Ms. Toledo is a Naples Native and was born on Feb-
ruary 22.  

 

“I’m still loving the fact that I’m teacher here 
at ENMS”- Ms. Toledo 
 

Ms. Toledo even went to high school here at Naples High. She 
also  stayed in Florida for college at the University of Florida for 
her bachelor’s degree and continued her Masters at the Univer-
sity of South Florida. According to Ms. Toledo, her best year 
was last year 2015-2016 in teaching. On a personal note she 
said her favorite food is chicken tiki marsala. Her favorite type 
of animals are many different types of birds. Her favorite show 
is Brain Games, and in her free time she likes to go scuba div-
ing.  



ENMS Volleyball Team Takes the Win 

By Cori Holloway 

On Saturday, October 1st, the East Naples Middle School volleyball teams played their 
games at Marco Island Charter Middle School. According to Collen Z, who is primarily the 
captain of the girls’ volleyball team, the boys team played Marco Island Charter at 9:00 AM, 
and the girls team played Gulf Coast Charter at 10:00 AM and Manatee Middle School at 
12:00 PM. Although the game against Gulf Coast was a close call, both teams managed to 
win all of their games. These victories for the girls’ team have kept them undefeated, but the 
boys’ team has previously lost a game, according to Colleen. Madison L., and another player 
on the ENMS girls team, they were satisfied with the results of the game this past weekend. 
“Both teams did really well and tried their best, and that led both of the ENMS teams to victo-
ry,” she said. Both Madison and Colleen were very happy with how they did at the game. 
Madison stated that she had good serves in the game and really put in a lot of effort. Even 
though this is Madison’s first year on the volleyball team, she still has played very well in past 
games and has proven herself to be very good at the sport. Colleen Z., who has been playing 
volleyball at ENMS since sixth grade, did very well also. “I think I played very well and helped 
my team win,” she said confidently. With Madison, Colleen, and the other ten people on the 
girls’ volleyball team, the team worked together and helped the team win.  

“Both teams did really well and tried their best, 
and that led both of the ENMS teams to victory,”-
Madison L. 

 Both girls showed to be very confident in their abilities as volleyball players. The girls’ 
team is undefeated so far and has a chance to hold the title of district champions. Madison L. 
states that she thinks the players on the teams this year are phenomenal. Players on the 
boys’ team included 8th graders, Kyle M., Corey A., and Gianni G. The girls’ team players in-
clude Colleen Z., Madison L., Theresa K., and Emma L. All of these volleyball players have 
proven themselves worthy of a spot on the volleyball teams, and ENMS is expecting a great 
season from our players. 

Sports 



Editorials/ Reviews  
X-MEN APOCALYPSE  

Aaron Z. 

 Despite popular critics such as IMDb and Rotten Tomatoes giving it 
on a scale of decent to bad ratings, I personally feel that X-Men Apocalypse shouldn’t 
have received the ratings from such large critics. With IMDb rating it a 7.2 on a scale 
up to 10, I feel that this review is the most accurate. But on the other hand, Rotten 
Tomatoes gave it a rating of 48% out of 100%, but the audience rating was much 
more fair than the Rotten Tomatoes rating, rating it a 69% out of 100%. I would have 
personally given it a rating of around 85%. I feel that Rotten Tomatoes gave it this rat-
ing because it follows the whole superhero movie shtick. Rotten Tomatoes had said 
something similar to this in their movie consensus. The site stated, “Overloaded ac-
tion and a clichéd villain take the focus away from the otherwise strong performers 
and resonant themes, making X-Men Apocalypse a middling chapter of the venerable 
superhero franchise.” 

“Overloaded action and a clichéd villain take the focus 
away from the otherwise strong performers and resonant 
themes, making X-Men Apocalypse a middling chapter of 
the venerable superhero franchise.” - Rottentoma-
toes.com 
 

 With X-Men Apocalypse having a budget of 543.6 Million dollars, I feel that they 
could have done better. Overall I feel that X-Men Apocalypse was an ok movie with 
many action sequences and, yes, it did have a clichéd villain who wanted to take 
over the world and all that, but I thought that it was a great movie which I recommend 
to all Sci-Fi movie lovers. Colin K., a 7th grade student says that the movie was OK 
and also thinks that Fox should stop making Marvel Movies. He feels this way be-
cause he feels that they aren’t doing a very good job at it.  He also thinks that some 
of the characters were overused and more characters and material should’ve been 
introduced. He feels this way because if they introduced more material, it would have 
been more interesting. Zack B. also said, “The movie was OK but I wouldn’t see the 
movie again.” He also said he wouldn’t see the movie again because he feels that 
the movie was the same as all the other X-men movies. He also thought it lacked in 
background story.  Jack T., an 8th grade student says that it was a great movie be-
cause it included many action sequences. What did you think? 



Movie Review: Suicide Squad 

Zack B. 

Against the  belief that Suicide Squad directed by David Ayer was a really bad 
movie, I personally think that it was an average movie. It had a lot of action to it and a plot that 
could have used a bit of improving as well. I thought that they should have introduced all the 
characters in suicide squad in other movies but they just threw them into the movie and you 
have not seen any of them before. If you have not seen this movie yet I do not recommend see-
ing it in theatres but to just wait to see it when it comes out on DVD. Other critics have given 
this movie bad reviews, Rotten Tomatoes being one of them giving the movie a 26%, Metacritic 
giving it a 40%, and IMDB giving it an average rate of 6.7/10. Despite these reviews the movie 
has received $742,10 million dollars in box office gross, with a relatively low budget of $175 mil-
lion dollars considering the company the movie is made by. And along with this movie many of 
the dc movies are doing better and it looks like if dc keeps moving on like this they might catch 
up to their leading competitor Marvel Studios. But even thought this movie in particular did not 
do so well for reviews do not just listen to the critics. If you want to see this movie and you like 
to follow the dc universe movie-wise than see this movie and it will not be a waste of money. 
That being said it is not the kind of movie that you love and would want to see again. In this 
movie that also briefly showed an iconic character in the DC universe being Flash and many 
fans cannot wait for Justice League or for his solo movie. Many fans also like the TV counter-
part Grant Gustin who has been Flash in the TV series for 2 seasons. Second period Journal-
ism student, Colin K. says that the movie “was alright”. From his response we can tell that he 
did not love it or hate it which is what a lot of people believe. 8th grade student, Sebastian B. 
says that he would want more action in the movie and not as much explanation.  

 

“Suicide Squad boasts a talented cast and a little more humor than 
previous DC efforts”  

 

“It was to rushed at the end”, said Sebastian B. I would agree with Sebastian because I feel  
they spent a lot of time explaining the plot of the movie and not really getting to it. I think they 
should have got to more action towards the middle or closer to the middle than they did. They 
had some light action but not what fans were expecting. They spent too much time talking and 
not just fighting the major battle at the end. He says that they “spent too much time introducing 
characters and not getting to the action”. What he is saying is they spent a lot of time introduc-
ing many minor characters that did not even really need to be explained in depth. They could 
have been explained in minor detail and people would have still understood their background. 
Rotten Tomatoes also says that “Suicide Squad boasts a talented cast and a little more humor 
than previous DCEU [DC Extended Universe] efforts, but they aren’t enough to save the disap-
pointing end result from a muddled plot, thinly written character, and choppy directing.”  What is 
your opinion on this new release? 



BACK 2 SCHOOL DANCE 

BY: BELLA LONG 
 

School Dances. Movies have depicted school dances as some of the most embarrassing moments 
in students’ lives. Some of these type of movies such as Sixteen Candles and Never Been Kissed 
have ruined people's perceptions of school dances. A recent website says that if you were to rank 
awkward situations, school dances would rank as number three. But who wouldn't want to spend 
two hours listening to music and hanging out? On Friday September 23rd, students at ENMS held 
their Back to School Dance, and their feelings on the first dance of the year were revealed. 

School dances bring fear to some people's minds while others think they are stupid and aren’t 
worth the time. Jessica M. an eighth grader at ENMS says, "Most people think they [school danc-
es] are boring when they first hear about them from previous experiences, but they are actually 
pretty lit." But others opinions differ; Alyssa B. an eighth grader said when she went to a school 
dance it was pretty rough and unorganized, and when asked if he enjoyed school dances, Kai N. 
an eighth grader, he answered simply, "no, not really." 

How many people actually went to the school dance last Friday, and what do they think about 
school dances at ENMS in general? Most of Ms. Schlenk's first period class did not attend the 
school dance last Friday. Some students wanted change to future school dances. "It would be lit, 
and no teachers would be there." Cole B. an eighth grader said. Since that couldn't happen be-
cause of the need for adult supervision, smaller changes are suggested such as the music and 
ticket cost.  "Tickets should only be a dollar…honestly not even a dollar,” says Alyssa B. another 
eighth grader here ENMS. Jamie S. a seventh grader at ENMS thinks that tickets should only be 
lowered to two dollars.  Even though it is only a dollar difference, a change should be made to ac-
company the opinions of the students.   

Students shared other changes they would like to be made. Alayna C. an eighth grader said that 
she would change the music ,while, Ana S.  Said she would change the food and add more variety 
such as donuts, brownies, and cookies.  The food for sale at school dances right now consist of 
pizza, soda, water, candy and chips, but if they were to offer a larger variety of food for sale, stu-
dents may be tempted to come to school dances for the food.   

No matter what your opinion is on school dances, you can predict that another will be coming.  If 
the PTO were to take the students’ considerations in mind and change a few things, the turnout 
may be a lot larger and students may have a better time. 

SCHOOL NEWS 



Red Ribbon Week 

By: Jack T and Colin K. 

This month student council is promoting Red Ribbon Week. The week was made to take a 
stand against drugs and substance abuse.  

Red Ribbon Week was created in remembrance of a special agent by the name of Enrique 
Camarena who was killed while working undercover in Mexico. The week can be used to edu-
cate young students on why drugs are harmful and the affects they can have on people.  Carl 
M. says, “ I would spread the word about this week because people need to be safe and edu-
cated. “ He added that some students feel very excited about the week. Dominique L. said that 
it is important because it spreads awareness about drugs and their dangers. October  24th-
28th will be a week where students and faculty can celebrate drug awareness at ENMS by 
wearing red ribbons, red, accessories, and red polo’s, and red stickers. However, some stu-
dents feel that there should be more activities during the week. Nick R. says, “Maybe a day 
where we go outside and do things like games that are red ribbon week themed.” Further-
more, Kyle M. thinks we could have a day where students bring or make their own foods and 
eat them there, sort of like culture day. Hopefully student’s opinions will be considered in the 
future years to come for this wonderful week.   

“We could have a day where students bring or make 
their own foods and eat them there, sort of like culture 
day.”  

 

There will also be a door decorating competition as well. Students and teachers will work to-
gether on their doors to support red ribbon week. Kenneth R. looks forward to decorating the 
doors and the competition because, “It represents red ribbon week and its benefits.” Tara D. 
said the events have helped change her in a positive way because she won’t do drugs! Nadia 
R. said, “Red Ribbon Week has helped me learn about the dangers and effects of drugs and 

how they can kill me.” Macy M. says: “It should be celebrated I every middle school because it 

helps teach children how bad drugs are and how they can result in death.” From the thoughts 
of students at ENMS it is noticed that Red Ribbon Week will make a difference in the future. 

SCHOOL NEWS 



Seasonal 

The History of Halloween   
By: Emma Fleming 

Between summer and fall, there is a holiday called Halloween. Halloween is a holiday 
celebrated on the night of October 31st every year. The word Halloween is short for All Hallows’ 
Evening also known as All Hallows’ Eve.  

Traditional Halloween activities such as trick-or-treating, costume parties, visiting haunted 
houses, and carving jack-o-lanterns are reasons why Halloween is very well known and cele-
brated. 

 Scottish and Irish immigrants carried different types and different traditions of the holiday 
to North America in the nineteenth century. Other countries such as The United States, Cana-
da, United Kingdom, and Australia started celebrating Halloween in the early twentieth-century.  

 Halloween is believed to have originated when the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain was 
celebrated. This is when people would light bonfires and wear costumes to ward off ghosts, you 
probably think it sounds silly, but that’s how the idea of dressing up for Halloween was created. 

“I think it’s very cool how Halloween was creat-
ed, you would have never thought that it had start-
ed as a way to ward off ghosts.”  

“I think it’s very cool how Halloween was created, you would have never thought that it 
had started as a way to ward off ghosts.”, says Taissah M. Many people would have never 
thought that, because of the way Halloween is now, and how it’s celebrated.  

The night before was known as All Hallows’ Eve and later people decided that one day for 
Halloween was an easier and enough. Although Halloween has always taken place in cities 
and towns, over the years, it’s become more community and neighborhood based because 
people feel more comfortable celebrating Halloween in their own neighborhood.  

Although Halloween is widely celebrated in the USA, it’s not like that everywhere. Hallow-
een is seen as more of just a bunch of tricks because of its history in other countries. But that 
doesn’t stop people from celebrating the popular country. The history of Halloween is very long, 
but it won’t stop here it could go on forever, as long as we keep It alive. 



Creepy Story Winner 

Kat Crimmel 
7th Grade 

Double Decker 
 

Being the school daredevil was quite the title to have. Believe me, its not easy to obtain. I've always known that fear was just 
a state of mind, and it can be controlled. Learning to do so, I've pushed aside my fears through every outrageous dare I've been chal-
lenged. My motto: "Curiosity never kills the Kat" still sticks to me like paint on paper. But as I gape and awe at the size of my next 
challenge, I can’t help but stare at its magnificently large size. Double Decker, the oldest, most unknown, scariest house in the area 
stands before me.  

The house was two stories tall, with a balcony on the second floor that’s railing was thick, old, white painted wood, and had 
two doors to get to it. The house’s exterior was painted white, and had a total count of 15 windows distributed unevenly among both 
floors. Even though painted white, the house didn’t stay that way, for it was scratched and tainted gray, like birch tree bark. The 
overgrown yard probably hadn’t been cut in years, and as me being 5”3’ it scratched at my legs, as if forcing me to go inside. The 
wind softly rustles the pine, oak, and southern beech trees’ leaves as I trek through the overgrowth to the front door.  

The door is just as damaged as the rest of the house, but as my pale right hand reaches for the metal doorknob, though rusted 
and loose, the hinges on the door creak, telling me the door is unlocked. My eyes scour the trashed living room. The walls are cov-
ered in mold, it framing the outside and back of the paintings that once hung there, but now lay broken on the floor. The t.v. screen 
has a diagonal crack, so no hope for a little background noise. The couches and other padded chairs are ripped gruesomely, their 
springs and filling littered the floor near them. The wooden floorboards are dirty, but an area of it caught my eye. The boards were 
splattered with an orange-red liquid stain, ruining them. The carpet was tossed aside to the other side of the room, next to the t.v, but 
I didn’t dare go near it, it smelled like something had died in there. But when I looked, it too was ruined with the fluid, but I saw the 
color was actually red-purple. “Heh heh, I g-guess someone dropped th-their fruit punch.” 

No, no that can’t be what I think it is! But what if… ugh, no. It’s just a stain. Geez this house is dark, I can barely see 7 feet 
in front of me! Okay, enough with this room, is that the kitchen?  

I carefully pick my way through a minefield of shattered glass, gingerly taking each step through the room to what I believed 
to be the kitchen. The door slams behind me as I take a step into the next room. I yelp and whirl around, expecting to see some crazy 
6-foot tall axe murderer as if I was in a movie. The only thing I am met with is the inside of the door. I sigh a breath of relief, and my 
shoulders relax. But, my eyes and ears are still alert for any other noise as I calm myself.  

Easy Kat, this house is older than dirt, the wind must’ve shut the door or something.  
But my words don’t calm my nerves well enough, for I have goosebumps spread along my arms. I shiver at the cold air, or 
the chill going up my spine, but it’s probably both. I take a few more steps and discover that I was right, this is the kitchen. 
The wallpaper is torn, the black-and-white tiles are cracked and coated in dust and dirt, the same could be said for the appli-
ances. I look into the sink and see countless cleavers and steak knives coated in the shiny red… “fruit-punch”.  
I struggle to control myself not to throw up.  
Kat, be reasonable, they were probably butchers or something! But… why are the knives still wet… actually I don’t think I 

want to know. 
Around the countertop were nails and latex gloves covered in what I can’t deny anymore is blood. The smell is horrible, and 

without a second thought I decide I’ve had enough of this room. 
Further back into the messy, abandoned abode, I see the stairs leading to the second floor. More than happy to leave, I walk 

to, and up, the ascending stairs.  
The story is almost empty, all I see is three doors to my left and the doors leading to the balcony in front of me. 
I walk to the farthest left door, and the unnerving realization hits me, my noises are not only the only ones, but they are loud. 

That fact alone makes me try to be quieter, but the daredevil spirit in me demands I stop being so paranoid, and I listen. My right 
hand reaches for the knob hesitantly, and I remember my objective. 
    “I dare you to go through every room in Double Decker” my friend dared me. 

I’ll prove to them that this is just another dare, that nothing will scare Kat away from doing- 
The doorknob falls and clatters loudly on impact with the wooden floor. I barely touched it. It rolls around the floor, and my 

body runs cold as I feel pressure weighing down on my shoulders. Fear? Guilt? Regret? I don’t know.  
“yOu ShOuLdN’t HaVe DoNe ThAt.” A male whisper sounds right next to my ear. I twist and turn, but see nothing. I grab 

the doorknob and run for the stairs. My legs however, are paralyzed. I fall to the floor, and the knob rolls out of my hand. 
Engraved in the metal, I see two letters.  
K  C 

  Those… Those are my initials… 
“Welcome to your new home.” A hissing voice sounds in my ear.  
Kat escaped, but the engravings on the knob had vanished. 



Short Story Winner 

Amanda Turner-Gibson 
8th grade 
 

Every day, Samuel has the same mundane routine. He wakes up at 7:00, eats a breakfast bar and gets 
on the bus for school. After school, he meets up with his friends for baseball practice. They grab a bite to eat and 
when Sam gets home, he usually does homework until he goes to sleep. On this particular Monday, for no rea-
son, Sam wakes up with a splitting headache that no amount of aspirin can alleviate. As if that weren’t bad 
enough, he feels like his thoughts no longer belong to him. Almost like he’s being controlled by some spirit or 
something other worldly.  

His mind racing, he calls his mom upstairs to ask if he can stay home from school today. His head had 
never felt like this before; it was like he had been hit against a wall. It was beating so loud he swore his mom 
could hear it all the way downstairs. As his mom’s footsteps come up the stairs, he has a sudden unexplained 
urge to shove her. He meets her at the top and, his hands fly out in front of him as he pushed her down the stairs. 
His mom gasps for air and tries to grasp the railing but it was too late. Her body hits each stair one by one, the 
pounding getting louder with each step, her face in panic. She soon hit the bottom like a rock. What is happening 
to me? I would never do such a thing! He hears his sister and he panics. Yet without hesitation, he grabs the first 
blunt object he spots: an Egyptian statue he found when he was on a trip to Egypt. As she comes running out of 
her room, he stands in the corner ready to pounce. He immediately swings his arm back knocking her uncon-
scious. As she lay there not able to move, Sam realizes something has taken over, something evil, sinister. The 
eyes of the statue on the floor gaze upon him and it feels as if they were looking right into his soul.  

The room starts to spin and all he can think is, how can I explain this? His eyes look over to the clock, and 
he realizes that he only has 30 minutes until the bus arrives. Oddly enough, he is unburdened by what to do next 
because of the force that is controlling him. It seems to be doing all the thinking. He remembers that there’s an 
old tarp in the garage from a family camping trip. With no time to waste, he flies down the stairs frantically and 
swings open the garage door to grab it. Darting up the stairs with it, he reaches the top and wraps his bludg-
eoned sister and mother in it.  

Sam glances at the statue and can’t help but feel that it’s still staring a hole right through him. His mind is 
flooded with thoughts that are too overwhelming. With unnatural force, he is able to transport them to the SUV 
parked in the garage. He climbs into the driver’s seat and fumbles for the keys eventually finding them on the vi-
sor. Samuel starts the engine and the carbon monoxide begins to fill the garage with toxins. Choking on the 
fumes, Samuel goes back into the house and paces the floor, thoughts racing. He instinctively knows that there is 
something unnaturally dark about this statue. He suddenly recalls when he found the statue in a pyramid on his 
trip to Egypt, the warning of a sage who shook his head knowingly, in an effort to stop Sam from retrieving the 
artifact.  

 Samuel remembers that there’s an ancient artifacts shop on his route to school and maybe they’ll know what 
to do.  Conflicted feelings of both remorse and his urge to kill, he grabs the statue and sprints out of the house to 
go to the shop. As he gets outside, he can hear the engine of the car running motivating him to run faster. 
Drenched in sweat and regret, he approaches the shop, the door was locked but the shopkeeper took one look at 
the statue and immediately opened the door, knowing something was wrong. He guides Samuel to the back of 
the shop and begins to tell him the tale of the ancient curse upon this object. “The only way to break this curse, is 
to burn the statue. Any evil doing will be undone” said the man. Out of sheer desperation, he heeds this advice 
and together they place the statue into the incinerator. The shopkeeper chants something in a language that 
Samuel does not understand. The smoke builds up as the statue burns. The metallic finish melts off like candle 
wax, dripping down.  Once it becomes obscure, he looks up and the man nods his head, as if to say, the job has 
been done. Sam walks home feeling immediate sense of relief, but is still concerned that it may not have worked.  

He approaches the house and notices that the engine is no longer running. As he opens the door, he 
finds his mom in the kitchen making breakfast and he hears his sister’s little footsteps coming down the stairs as 
she yells, “Look Sammy! My statue looks just like yours!”  
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$25.00 See Ms. Schlenk or the Front Office for an Order 
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