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O u r  F a l c o n s  S o a r !

Principal’s Message
Dear Parents, Students, Teachers, and Members of the Community, 

As we move towards Spring Break, we look ahead to our coming achievement tests: FSA Math 
and Reading, FCAT 2.0 Science, Algebra I EOC, Geometry EOC, and the Civics EOC. These are 
challenging assessments, but I can tell you that our children are ready! At the time of writing this article, 
our students are working diligently on their FSA writing. Teachers report quiet, focused, engaged 
students. We would expect no less, however, because we observed their excellent preparation through 
the first three quarters.

While these assessments are important, they are only one small part of academic life! Much more has 
been happening at GGM.

We are proud to congratulate Nehemie C., Alaysha G., Cynthia M., Leslie R., Billensky R., Martin T., 
and Nimsi T., all of whom earned Take Stock in Children Scholarships. We also have 22 (!) students who 
qualified to apply for Quest scholarships. We wish them luck on their application and interview process!

Our Jazz Band earned marks of “superior” at the recent high school jazz band assessment (MPA). Our 
concert band will play for their assessment in a couple of weeks.

Our sports teams all moved into the quarterfinals of the county championships, and our girls’ basketball 
team even made into the semis! It was a great year for our Falcon athletes, and we are looking forward 
to track and field this Spring.

Our Falcons have also been active within our community: Student council and NJHS marched in the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade in downtown Naples. Our jazz band performed on the big stage 
in the afternoon. Our student artwork has been featured at the Golden Gate Public Library and the 
Collections at Vanderbilt. Our student council and NJHS students packaged 73 boxes of meals in the 
Meals for Hope event at Gulf Coast High School. Our third annual Multicultural Festival was attended 
by hundreds (including our Superintendent, Dr. Kamela Patton), and featured excellent performances 
from our own students as well as community members. Last week, we held our very first Family Fun 
Day, which encouraged our kids and families to get out and be active together. It was a beautiful day, 
and we all had a great time. In short, we love watching as our students engage with our community, 
learning that they can make a difference!

Parents, thank you very much for the opportunity to teach your students and also for the support that you 
provide as we all learn and grow together. I wish you all the very best as we move into fourth quarter!

SOARingly yours,
Dr. Mason Clark 
Principal

www.collierschools.net/ggm

www.collierschools.net/ggm
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Volunteers 
To volunteer at our school please contact our volunteer 
coordinator Ms. Pappalardo at 239.377.3566 or email her at 
pappak@collierschools.com. 

We have many fun events throughout the year and we would 
appreciate the help!

PBS at home…
Our GGMS Falcons are asked to S.O.A.R. (Be Successful, Organized, 
Attend school and be Respectful) while in school and this carries over outside 
of school as well. PBS stands for Positive Behavior Support and is a way to 
have people behave in a positive manner. After all there are no bad people, 
just bad behaviors and choices. Below is an example of how to promote PBS 
at home. You can use this rubric or create your own specific to your family. 

Attendance and Discipline 
RUDE vs. MEAN vs. BULLYING 
Defining the differences:

Rude: Carelessly saying or doing something that hurts someone else.
Examples:
 y burping in someone’s face
 y jumping ahead in line
 y based on thoughtlessness, poor manners, unplanned inconsideration, 

spontaneous
 y not meant to actually hurt someone, unintentional 

Mean: Purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone 
once (or maybe twice).
Examples:
 y aims to hurt, belittle, criticize, put down
 y criticizing clothing, appearance, intelligence, coolness, 
 y often sounds like words spoken in anger, impulsive cruelty
 y “I hate you!”: “You are so fat/ugly/stupid!” 

Bullying: Involves 3 elements: intent to harm, repeated acts, 
and an imbalance of power
 y Bullies say or do hurtful things intentionally, keep doing it, with no 

sense of regret or remorse
 y Types of BULLYING:

1. Physical aggression - hitting, punching, kicking, spitting, 
tripping, etc.

2. Verbal aggression – words, verbal threats

3. Relational aggression - using social exclusion, shunning, 
rumor spreading, etc.

4. Cyber bullying – involves technology-hurt inflicted thru 
computers, cell phones, devices

2016 FREE Summer Math Camp
During the summer, GGM will again offer Math Camp to some of our 
current 6th grade students. This program will provide FUN ways to sharpen 
basic math skills utilizing board games, outdoor activities, computers, relay 
races, and competitions. On June 9th, a Family Games Night will be held 
to acquaint parents with the program and to sign up for the camp. The FREE 
Summer Math Camp will run Monday- Thursday from July 5th - July 28th. 

This year, the Summer Camp is being extended to include Science for those 
students who excel in math. It will provide fun and challenging activities in 
which students will apply problem solving skills to STEM challenges.

These educational programs will help your student academically and provide 
social fun during the summer months.

Linda Robitaille 
GGMS Math Coach

PTO Corner
PTO has a record number of over 40 members this year! If you would like 
to get involved with PTO, please call 377-4443. Membership cost is $5.00 
per family. 

PTO Spirit shirts are now available for students! The shirts are $20.00 for 
Rhinestone shirts and $15 for Falcon Pride t-shirts and students may wear 
them any day of the week. See Mrs. Coloma to place your order. 

Upcoming Events:
 y 8th Grade Awards Moving Up Family Dinner. Thursday May 

26, 2016. 8th grade families more information to come. 

Sponsored by Rick Hendrick Chevrolet, Naples FL.
Ashley Coloma, President
Jane Higgins, Vice President

Box Tops for Education!
Our 8th grade class is collecting Box Tops for Education for which the funds 
help finance the 8th grade end of the year events. Box Tops can be found 
on hundreds of items, such as; General Mill cereal, Tissues, Scott products, 
and hundreds of other items. Parents can go on-line to BoxTops4Education.
com for the complete list. For every five (5) box tops collected, they may take 
them to Mrs. Hanba, in 1-107 and exchange them for SOAR dollars. 

Wellness Committee
This February during National Heart Health Month we had our 1st Annual 
Family Fun Day. The teachers and students sack-raced, rode trikes, played 
basketball, and simply enjoyed a beautiful day outside together! I am 
pleased to say the idea was a success with our students and our staff. I 
would like to thank everyone who volunteered and participated in our new 
GGMS wellness tradition. As a committee we will be continuing to improve 
and expand these types of activities for the GGMS community. 

Take care of yourself….be fit, be happy, and be smart!
Nicole Heller
GGMS Wellness Committee

mailto:pappak@collierschools.com
BoxTops4Education.com
BoxTops4Education.com
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Our Falcons Soar!

NJHS: Leading Through Service
GGMS’s National Junior Honor Society has been busy with service activities 
this semester. On January 18th members of the group marched in the Naples 
Martin Luther King Day Parade. We are the only junior high group and one of 
two academic societies to participate in this event. National Junior Honor Society 
members also joined the GGMS Student Council in participating in the Collier 
County Public Schools Food Bowl on Saturday, February 13th. Our students 
packed 36 boxes of meals for shelters. The GGHS National Honor Society packed 
37 boxes! We didn’t mind losing to them (too much!) since many of those students 
were alumni of our association. Just over 20 members also participated in the 
Multi-cultural Festival here at GGMS.

S.O.A.R.
Ms. Farrell
NJHS Chair

Science Corner
In February, seventh grade Science enjoyed experiencing science in the field at 
Rookery Bay. Students participated in three labs that included observing and 
handling live crabs to identify their adaptations, observing plankton under the 
microscope to determine which collection site had a greater diversity and number 
of species and learning about one of our keystone species, oysters. At the end 
of April, seventh grade students will again enjoy another field experience at The 
Conservancy of Southwest Florida. They will participate in several lab activities to 
study filter marshes and aquatic ecosystems. 

Mrs. Ruiz’s classes visited the Naples Landfill and Gas to Energy Plant. The visit 
was informative and students learned things such as recycling is important since 
the landfill will be full by 2070 and that at this plant enough methane is converted 
to energy to power 2,200 homes! 

On March 24, King Arthur Flour will visit our sixth graders for a bread baking 
demonstration. Sixth graders will learn how reading, math, science and problem 
solving skills are all used to bake bread. Each student will then receive a bread 
baking kit to take home, bake two loaves of bread, keep one to enjoy with family 
and bring the other back to donate to Grace Place. 

Kandi Follis
GGMS Science Coach

Technology Corner
Quarter 3 has been a busy one in the computer lab! We are 
sharpening our keyboarding skills using (2) new programs: 
Typing Agent & Typing Club. Both of them play a role in 
increasing student progress and utilizing a modern interface 
(similar to a smartphone) that students are familiar with. They 
are challenged to work to achieve a certain amount of words 
per minute as well as accuracy. Additional practice can be 
done on the computer at home.

In our (Computing for College & Careers) classes, we are 
diligently working to complete practice trainings in preparation 
for taking the Microsoft Industry Certification exam in March. 
We look forward to enhancing our computing skills with the 
use of these programs.

S.O.A.R.!
Ms. Brewer
Business Education

Student Council News

During our annual Pennies for Pasta fundraiser; the classroom who 
raised the most money, per student, was Mrs. Hibson’s with a total 
of $316.13. Mrs. Hibson and her students will receive a wonderful 
Pasta lunch provided by the Naples Olive Garden. Ms. L. Rodriguez 
came in 2nd with $167.43. The Student Council raised $1443.00 
for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. This is actually a good total 
considering there was another fundraiser going on at the same time. 
Thank you students!

S.O.A.R.
Mrs. Hanba

Student Council Representatives 2015-2016
President - Maria Cabrera
Vice President – Morgan McKinley
Treasurer – Ari A. Gjika
Secretary – Cyntia Marcelin

Afterschool Program (ASP)
 y GGMS offers homework help in the evenings as a part of the 

afterschool program.
 y  Session 3 begins on Monday 3/21. 

REGISTER EARLY…student spots fill up very quickly! $5.00 for a session Monday 
thru Thursday, expect for Cooking Club. Cooking club is one day during the week 
and requires an additional $5.00 for supplies.

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CAMPUS DOES NOT OPEN UNTIL 8:00 a.m., unless 
you are in registered in a morning program. 
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Upcoming Dates to Remember
*Check the GGMS website for testing news and dates!* 

March 

 y 30th Distribution of Report Cards
April

 y 12th Early Dismissal 
 y 27th Interim Period Ends

May

 y 4th Distribution of Interims
 y 12th Early Dismissal
 y 20th Eighth Grade Sun n’ Fun Pool Trip
 y 20th Eighth Grade End of Year Celebration
 y 27th No School for teachers or students
 y 30th No School - Memorial Day

GGM Athletics
Golden Gate Middle School had one of its most successful winter 
sports seasons in recent memory. All four teams, including boys and 
girls basketball and boys and girls soccer, finished with records of .500 
or better. In addition, each team was victorious in at least one playoff 
game, with the girls basketball team reaching the semi-finals after an 
undefeated regular season. The boys soccer team, coming into the 
season as defending county champions, finished 3-2-1. It is now onward 
and upward to the spring season. Girls and boys track, as well as golf 
have already begun. Sixth and seventh graders should be thinking about 
participating in a sport for the next school year!

Greg Parks
GGMS Athletic Director

GGMS Community Partners...
WE THANK YOU!

We are fortunate to have the support of or community; we appreciate 
all you have done for us! 

Winn Dixie # 743 Marcos Pizza Bikes for Tykes
Manager: Dave Hissey Manager: Greg President: Michael Nelson
239.455.3244 239.300.4566 239.248.1196

FOLLOW US ON

@GGM_SOARS
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From the Falcon Counselors
Brooke Seward, Danielle Gray, and Israel Lopez

10 Truths that all Middle School Students 
Should Know
By: Kari Kampakis (Adapted from an article in Huffington Post)
Truth #10:  Today’s most awkward moments will be tomorrow’s funniest 

memories. Keep a sense of humor whenever possible.

Truth #9:  You don’t want to peak in middle school (or high school or 
college, for that matter). 

Truth #8:  Technology makes it easier than ever to ruin relationships and 
reputations.

Truth #7:  Surrounding yourself with good company is imperative.

Truth #6:  What makes you different is what makes you great. 

Truth #5:  It’s OK not to have your life planned out. It’s OK if you haven’t 
discovered your “thing.”

Truth #4:  Your uniform is not your identity.

Truth #3:  Applause can be misleading. You can make a huge mistake and 
still get cheered on wildly

Truth #2:  There’s a difference between helpful advice and criticism that 
holds you back. Be careful who you listen to.

Truth #1:  You’re AWESOME.

Students…Did You Share Your 
Newsletter With Your Parents??
GGMS MEDIA CENTER

Please ask your student to return this form to the media center.

There will be a PBS prize drawing for all returned surveys. All 
entries must be submitted by end of day Friday 4/1/16!!

Mrs. Boyd 
Media Specialist

Counselor assignments by student last name:
Mr. Seward A-F 377-3815 Email: sewart@collierschools.com 
Mr. Lopez G-M 377-3817 Email: lopezi1@collierschools.com 
Ms. Gray N-Z 377-3818 Email: grayd1@collierschools.com

mailto:sewart@collierschools.com
mailto:lopezi1@collierschools.com
mailto:grayd1@collierschools.com

