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Dear Parents, Students, Teachers, and Members of the Community,

Irma couldn’t stop 2017-2018 from moving full steam ahead, and we are 
seven weeks’ post-storm at the time of this writing. Great things are happening 
at your middle school.

We continue to focus on a Growth Mindset: When we work harder, we 
become smarter. Before school homework help, after school homework 
help, and iTime small groups are meeting to help our kids to work harder and 
grow their brains! Parents and Guardians: Do you check your child’s grades 
weekly? You should! Middle school is the time when students start to seek 
independence but is when they need positive adult structure most! Sit down 
with your child and review their grades each week. If your child is unable to 
bring a poor grade up, please call your child’s teacher! Your GGM family 
members are partners in your child’s education, and we need you to help our 
students to SOAR!

First Quarter ended on Thursday, 26 October. Report cards distributed the 
next week!

Our fall sports teams are entering the playoffs, and we congratulate them for 
a great regular season. Coaches Caplan, Grieb, Jacques, Osborne, Pezza, 
Rupelli are to be commended for fielding some excellent teams this year. Our 
cross-country team is the largest we ever had.

Speaking of cross-country, the CCPS 5K will be held Saturday, 02 December at 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Administrative Center. Every entry fee goes back 
to supporting Collier schools. Please consider signing up and running with the 
GGM team! My family is all running the 5K, and we hope to run with you!

In the Fine Arts, 8th Grade Art student Heidi C. was recognized as the CCPS 

www.collierschools.net/ggm
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Golden Gate Middle School

Principal’s Message
continued from cover

To volunteer at our school, please 
contact our parent involvement 
coordinator, Saylys Carrillo. We have 
several exciting events throughout the 
year and we would appreciate the help! 
239.377.2073

EMAIL: carris2@collierschools.com

http://www.collierschools.com/volunteer

GGM Athletics
As our fall athletic season has come 
to a close, we at Golden Gate Middle 
turn our attention to the winter sports: 
boys’ and girls’ basketball, as well 
as boys’ and girls’ soccer. Reflecting 
back on our previous season, 
Hurricane Irma wreaked havoc on 
our cross country schedule. Yet, our 
Falcons ran undaunted. We had a 
sizable turnout for cross country this 
year and the results bore out the hard 
work put forth by our coaches and 
runners. In volleyball, our girls’ won 
their first playoff game in at least six 
years. The boys once again sported 
an undefeated regular season record 
to top the north division. Falcons, pay 
attention to the announcements for 
more information on the upcoming 
winter season!

Greg Parks

GGM Athletic Director

Wellness Committee
This year we hosted our second annual Cool Winter Nights 
event with the Collier County Sheriff’s Office. We had 
a fantastic turn out! Thank you to all of our staff and 
student volunteers for donating your time. The wellness 
committee once again offered a wellness suite for the 
Sheriff’s that volunteered their time at this community 
event. We served hummus wraps, sweet and spicy chicken 
wraps with spinach, and fruit! GGM enjoys hosting this event and 
appreciates the Sherriff’s office continued support in our community.

As the holiday’s approach, remember to stay active. We all enjoy the 
special meals and family time. However, we should remember our 
health too. A walk in our amazing weather is a great way to reconnect 
and spark some energy!

Take care of yourself….be fit, be happy, and be smart!

Nicole Heller
GGMS Wellness Committee 
hellen@collierschools.com • 239.377.6896

FOLLOW US ON

@GGM_SOARS
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Art in the Capitol winner. Art teacher Michelle Lee submitted 
her work, entitled “Naples Weeps” in the contest, Heidi’s work 
was chosen to hang in the State Capitol building in Tallahassee. 
Congratulations, Heidi and Ms. Lee!

We are excited to recognize Gail Pirics as GGM’s Teacher of 
Distinction for her work in differentiating experiences for different 
learners. Ms. Pirics will now begin the Champions for Learning 
Golden Apple process. Best of luck, Ms. Pirics; we are rooting 
for you!

As we move into a season of many different traditions, I thank 
each and every one of you for our students, your positivity, and all 
you do for our Golden Gate community!

SOARingly yours,

Dr. Mason Clark 
Principal

mailto:carris2@collierschools.com
http://www.collierschools.com/volunteer
mailto:hellen@collierschools.com
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Our Falcons Soar!

From the Falcon Counselors

As we are settling back into routines of normalcy 
since hurricane Irma, the holidays are now 
rapidly approaching. This is not just a time for 
celebrating with family and friends, but also for 
compassion and giving. Thanks to many local 
vendors and community resources, we are 
able to help make this holiday season brighter 
by providing food and clothing for those it may 
benefit. Please contact our counseling office 
for any needed support this and all times of 
the year!

Avow Hospice is another local business that offers bereavement 
services year round to our students and families here at Golden 
Gate Middle. Currently they are promoting their “Children’s 
weekend Bereavement camp” December 1-3 at Riverside 
Camp and Retreat Center in Fort Denaud Florida by the 
Caloosahatchee River. Transportation is provided to and from 
the retreat and the session is facilitated by Avow bereavement 
professionals. To sign up call 239-261-4404 or visit https://
avowcares.org/event/camp-mendingheart. For personal or 
family bereavement appointments with Avow you can also 
contact our counseling department for questions or assistance.

Counselor assignments by student last name: 
Ms. Irigoyen A-F 377-3818
Email: irigoe@collierschools.com 
Dr. Meyer G-N 377-3806
Email: meyermi@collierschools.com 
Ms. Gray O-Z 377-3817
Email: Grayd1@collierschools.com (lead counselor)
Crystal Guadalupe – Guidance Secretary 
Email: guadalcr@collierschools.com 377-3816

Upcoming Dates To Remember! 
Check our website for more updates and GGM sports 
schedules: http://www.collierschools.com/ggm 

December 1st Interim Period Ends

December 1st GGM Winter Dance

December 8th Interims Go Home

December 20th & 21st Early Release Days

December 22nd- January 3rd Winter Break

January 15th End of Quarter 2

January 24th Report Cards Go Home

Box Tops For Education - 
Save Your Boxtops!

Box Tops can be found on hundreds of 
items, such as; General Mill cereal, Tissues, Scott products, 
and hundreds of other items. Parents can go on-line to 
BoxTops4Education.com for the complete list. For every five (5) 
box tops collected, they may take them to Mrs. Hanba, in 1-107. 
Students who turn in box tops will have their name 
entered into a drawing and receive positive referrals!

https://avowcares.org/event/camp
https://avowcares.org/event/camp
mailto:irigoe@collierschools.com
mailto:meyermi@collierschools.com
mailto:Grayd1@collierschools.com
mailto:guadalcr@collierschools.com
http://www.collierschools.com/ggm
BoxTops4Education.com
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Golden Gate Middle School

Teacher of  
Distinction

PBS - Positive Behavior SupportPBS - Positive Behavior Support
Each month, 12 students are selected by teachers and 
honored for being the Students of the Month. They have a 
pizza lunch with Dr. Clark or Mrs. Hernandez and receive 
a certificate and SOM shirt.

Students with no referrals and no infractions during 1st quarter 
received a dress down day Nov 3. The next celebration day 
will be in January the week after 2nd quarter ends.

Students who receive positive referrals are enjoying a 
chance to spin the wheel in Friday’s, which determines 
their prize. We are so proud of our students who show 
positive actions and behavior, and proud that the number 
of students receiving positive referrals has been exceeding 
the number of students receiving corrective referrals. We 
are also express thanks to the teachers for acknowledging 
the positive actions and behaviors of our students!

PTO Corner
Want to help get involved at Golden Gate Middle? 
Join PTO. GGM PTO runs family/community events 
such as Fall Festival and Multicultural Festival. We 
are always looking for volunteers to come and help 
during these events. We also have great GGM spirit 
items, such as water bottles, t-shirts, and now bumper 
stickers. There is a $5 donation per family required.
There is still time to purchase from our online 
Yankee Candle store, please help support GGM. 
Yankeecandlefundraising.com Group code: 990102634

Any questions please contact:
•	 Mrs. Coloma (coloma@collierschools.com)

OR
•	 Mrs. Higgins (higgij@collierschools.com)

Ashley Coloma, President  •	Jane Higgins, Vice President

Parent Involvement
Parent involvement is about involving our parents within 
our school. Here at Golden Gate Middle School our 
focus is on helping our students 
SOAR and succeed at their 
highest potential. A huge factor 
in our student`s success, is parent 
involvement. Our goal is to have 
our parents become involved 
in our school and feel like they 
are part of the Falcon family. Here are some ways you 
as a parent/guardian can get involved: Parent Teacher 
Organization (PTO), Student Advisory Council (SAC), 
and volunteering. If you are interested, please feel free to 
contact Mrs. Carrillo at (239)377-2073.

After School Program is Back! 
Before school program runs Monday-Friday 7:20-8:20. 
If you need to drop your child off to school, prior to 8 
am, they must sign up for the before school program and 
report to the media center. Registration forms are located 
in both student services and the media center. Before 
school fees are $10 per quarter.

Afterschool runs Monday-Thursday 3:50-5:15. Club choices 
include but are not limited to homework help, baking, 
computer fun, games, art etc. Clubs are $10 per session with 
the exception of Baking Club. If you choose baking, you will 
need to include an additional $5.00. This current session 
will run from 11/27/17-2/15/18. Registration forms 
are located in student services and in the media center.

See Mrs. Coloma if you have any questions. Email: 
coloma@collierschools.com

Teacher of  
Distinction

Congratulations to Mrs. Gail Pirics for 
being nominated as a CCPS Teacher 
of Distinction! Her nomination is for 
Building Community & Routines for 
Language Acquisition. We are very 
proud of Mrs. Pirics and grateful to have here as part 
of our GGM Family. From all of us, we wish you the 
best of luck in the Golden Apple process.

Attendance and Discipline
Here are a few reminders regarding attendance 
that may be helpful. Wishing you all a safe and 
happy holiday season!

The following official rules are for attendance if a 
student has not sent in a Doctor’s note.

1. 5 Days absent is a phone call

2. 7-10 Days absent a letter is sent home.

3. After 10 days a truant deputy visits the home.

The following rules are for when a student is tardy:

1. 5-8 tardies they will serve a lunch detention

2. 9-12 tardies is afterschool detention the next day

3. 13+ tardies is In-School 
Suspension (ISS)

Be kind and S.O.A.R.!

James K. Saunders
Assistant Principal

Yankeecandlefundraising.com
mailto:coloma@collierschools.com
mailto:higgij@collierschools.com
mailto:coloma@collierschools.com

