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From the Desk of Principal Rexford 
 
Happy New Year! We are Staying the Course as we round the second corner of 
the school year! Our students and staff are ready to crush their goals in 2020! 
Thank you for supporting your children and Estates Elementary. Our second 
quarter of school was action-packed! Here are some of the highlights. 
 
 
 

Principal for the Day: 
 

James Eastman, founder and managing director of PFO Wealth Services, Inc., 
served as our Principal for the Day on Wednesday, November 13th. He is also 

the husband of our fabulous 2nd grade and Golden Apple teacher, Lynne 
Eastman! 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

CCPS 5K: 
 

Estates Elementary had another year of outstanding participation in this 
annual event! Thank you to our Wellness Champion, Babett Koncz, for rallying 

our school family. We appreciate all of our 100+ students, families, and staff 
who participated in the event on Saturday, November 16th. 

 
 

 
 

 

95210 Kids on the Go Final Mile Run: 
 

Our Running Panthers ran their final mile at Gulf Coast High School on 
Wednesday, December 11th. Thank you to Coach Lane Beauvais and Coach 

Barbara Long for preparing and motivating our students. 

 



 
 
 

Video Game Field Day: 
 

Coach Beauvais and Coach Long created a fantastic “Video Game” Field Day on 
the last day before winter break! We loved watching our panthers work 

together and have fun! Our art classes even helped decorate for the video 
game themed field day with their chalk art. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

iReady Out of Uniform Incentives: 
 

Our 2nd-5th grade students take a computer assessment each week so teachers 
can monitor their progress for the reading standard taught that week. 

Students who earned an 80% or higher and “Sustained Superior Performance” 
enjoy dressing out of uniform the following week! Students in K-5 who “Took 

the Reins and Passed Two iReady Lessons” also earn a Wednesday out of 
uniform. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quarterly Awards: 

Students earned awards for Academic Achievement, Academic Excellence, 
Citizenship, and Perfect Attendance during the first quarter of school. Our 

Principal for the Day helped present the certificates while he was on campus. 

 



 
 

3rd and 4th Grade Concerts: 
 

Our fantastic music teacher, Mrs. Colon, prepared our 3rd graders to perform 
seven wonderful songs for their families and teachers on Tuesday, November 
12th. Our 4th graders performed on Tuesday, December 10th. Thank you to all 

of our families who attended. 
 

 
 

Teacher of Distinction: 
Tanya Kish, 3rd grade teacher, was named a Teacher of Distinction by 

Champions for Learning! She is up for a Golden Apple this Spring! 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Veteran’s Day Grocery Bags: 
 

Our students created Veteran’s Day grocery bags in art class in November. 
Shoppers’ groceries filled the bags at our neighborhood Publix in appreciation 

of our Veterans.  
 

 
 

Triple Crown Breakfasts: 
 

Students were recognized for their achievement in the areas of Math and 
STEAM this quarter. 

 



 
 

 
 

Happy New Year! It is hard to believe the 2019-2020 school year 

is half way over. Our first graders have worked so hard and 

finished quarter two strong! Let’s focus on knowing ALL 220 

sight words and becoming more fluent with our 

addition/subtraction math facts! 

 

In math we covered comparing numbers with word 

problems that included fewer or more. We also introduced 

data with the use of bar graphs, tally charts and pictographs. 

Students learned how to collect, organize and compare data. 

We are now moving on to place value! 

Our reading lessons included character, setting, main 

events and the central message with in a story. The students 

also worked with text features in non-fiction books. We 

learned about butterflies a lot this quarter and even saw the 

life cycle take place in our school butterfly garden! 

 

 

We began the quarter writing informational pieces about 

animals. Later on, the students enjoyed learning what elements 

were included with in a fairytale and how to write their own! 

Moving forward, students will be writing “how to” papers. 

 

Oh what fun was it to explore “Holiday’s Around the World”? Our 

students traveled to another classroom each day to learn how other 

countries celebrate the holiday season. We hope you enjoyed seeing 

your student’s filled suitcases and stamped passports!  

 

Let’s not forget about Field Day! A huge thanks to Coach Beauvais and 

Coach Long for putting together an amazing video game themed event!    



           NEVER SETTLE FOR LESS THAN YOUR BEST! 
Those are our expectations as second grade teachers 

who want your child to succeed! 
Second graders are continuing to build fluency and develop 

comprehension skills in READING and literature. Quarter 2 

has our students diving deeper into fiction and non-fiction to 

find main ideas, key details and evidence in the text to support their answers. They are 

engaged in independent and collaborative learning activities comparing and contrasting 

fiction and non-fiction. They will look at different texts on the same topic, identify how 

illustrations clarify the text, determine the author’s reason, and main topic of a multi-

paragraph text.  To be on grade level at the end of the 2nd quarter, students should be on an 

F&P level K.  
 

Our second grade students are authors! They have written in a variety of genres including 

narrative, explanatory, opinion and poetry. Students have made connections between their 

reading and writing being able to write stories with a clear beginning, middle, and end. 

Adding elaboration, better word choice, and using their own “voice” helps the stories come 

alive as they share with one another.  
 

In MATH this quarter 2nd graders are busy learning effective strategies to solve problems 

involving coins, telling time, graphs, decomposing two and three digit numbers along with 

adding and subtracting using REGROUPING.  As always, one way you can support your child 

is to have them practice their addition and subtraction facts at home. Being fluent with their 

math facts is extremely beneficial as they continue throughout their school career. Please 

take advantage of the online HMH tutorial available through CANVAS to help support your 

child’s learning. 
 

SCIENCE had our second graders investigating, experimenting, drawing conclusions, and 

sharing their results as we used the Scientific Method to learn about ourselves and the world 

around us.  They learned about human body parts and their functions. After debating the 

importance of each body part, they determined each part was important in keeping us 

healthy and strong. The students explored different forms of energy like mechanical, 

electrical, and thermal, along with the forces of pushes and pulls. Finally, 2nd graders 

discovered gravity is what keeps us grounded!  
 

During SOCIAL STUDIES, second graders learned all about maps and how they help us 

navigate our world. We wrote letters and cards to our Veterans to show them the honor they 

so deserve. The students spent many weeks studying Native Americans and what effect the 

region they lived in had on their way of life. We ended the quarter exploring the impact 

immigrants had on Native Americans.  

Expectations for being a responsible second grader  

are on the rise as we begin a new year.  

We appreciate your continued support in our efforts  

to guide your child to greater success and achievement in 2020!  



 

                       Reading 

 In reading students have 

worked on informational and 

literary standards that will help them better 

comprehend various texts. These include analyzing 

characters, determining main idea and supporting key details, identifying text 

features, and determining word meanings using context. They have also 

worked on test taking strategies and have taken several standards masteries to 

track their progress in understanding the standards after practicing in class. 

Encourage your child to read 30 minutes every night and ask them to tell you 

about what they read.  

 

Writing 

 In writing, third graders have been focused on opinion 

writing and building writing stamina by writing for longer 

stretches of time. 

 

 

Math 

During quarter 2, students expanded 

their understanding of multiplication 

strategies and worked on division 

strategies. It’s important to continue 

practicing multiplication facts through 9 x 9 

for your child to work towards fact fluency. Coming up in quarter 3, students 

will utilize various strategies for addition and subtraction. They will also work 

with perimeter, time, fractions, volume and mass,  

 

 



 

 

Science 

During Quarter 2, we focused on 

Animal Classification and Matter. Students 

raised questions about the natural world, 

investigated, explored, and made 

observations. Students collected data and 

were able to generate appropriate explanations based on experiments they 

were performing. In our Animal Classification Unit, students classified animals 

based on animal behavior, traits, and their characteristics. We focused on the 

animal classifications: mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, arthropods, and 

fish. During the Matter Unit, students explored the properties of matter in its 

various states and learned how to measure the mass and volume of solids and 

liquids.  

Coming up for Quarter 3, we will be focusing will be starting our Energy 

Unit. Stay tuned for new learning and experiences for our Third Graders!  

Social Studies 

Moving into third quarter we will identify the 

different cultures that have settled in North 

America.  As we learn about the many cultures we 

begin to look at the characteristics of diverse 

populations.  Not only is the United States a melting pot, our world as a whole 

has branched out with mobility for all people.  A discussion will be on how we 

perceive these places and regions we have been learning about in our lessons 

in Quarter 2.  With all our maps and regions knowledge we have traveled the 

world and now we will begin to understand the people.  

We have two special days where we will talk about the contributions of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in January.  Also coming up is Presidents Day in 

February, where we will recognize that the constitution established the office 

of The President and explain why we celebrate our presidents as a nation. 



 

Happy New Year! Our scientists have been learning 

about a variety of content including Natural 

Resources, Rocks & Minerals, and Weathering & 

Erosion. Within this topic, students have a better 

understanding of the differences of renewable & 

nonrenewable resources. They have learned steps 

they can take to continue to help our planet Earth. We 

have done a few experiments such as observing the process of solar energy, and 

practicing & familiarizing ourselves with the properties of rocks.  Students are 

fascinated with the assortment of rocks and minerals we have been learning 

about and being able to identify them using their properties. Weathering & 

Erosion correlate with rocks. WE LOVE SCIENCE! 

 

At this point in the year in writing, we have learned a lot about both opinion 

writing and informative writing! We are now working on practicing the skills 

we have learned and making our writing interesting and unique! As writers, it 

is important that we use neat handwriting, proper grammar and spelling, cite 

evidence from the text, use transition words and of course, evidence stems! We 

will continue to practice these skills each day. The main key to becoming better 

writers, aside from constructive feedback, is practice, practice, practice! 

 

Social Studies has been so much fun getting to know about some of the first 

people in Florida! We have learned about the first Florida Indian Tribes. Say 

these names to your student to see what they remember about these tribes: 

Apalachee, Timicua, Tocobaga, Tequesta and Calusa! We have also learned about 

the first Conquistadors that came to Florida from Spain. Each conquistador had 

a story about how they got here, but the reasons they came were all the same: 

wealth, land and religion. In Quarter 3, we will be learning about how different 

countries got involved with FL and the effects of it! 

 

 

 

 



Math has been jam packed with new information! In quarter 2, we focused most 

of our time on multiplication & division of larger numbers as well as area and 

perimeter of rectangles and composite shapes. Students learned and applied 

the area and perimeter formulas as well!  We also began our unit on fractions 

and decimals. This will be a big component of quarter 3 so please ensure your 

child is completing his/her nightly math homework and practicing his/her 

multiplication facts up to 12 x 12. In Reading we continue to work hard towards 

meeting our learning goals every day. Some of the learning goals we’ve been 

working on are Author’s Reasons & Evidence, Supporting Inferences about 

literary texts, Differences 

between poems, poetry, 

and prose, Main Idea & 

Details, and Describing 

Characters, Settings & 

Events in stories. Our 

fourth graders enjoyed 

some Escape room 

activities to help reinforce 

and strengthen our skills in 

each of these standards. 

Please remember fourth 

graders are required to 

earn 4 Reading Counts 

points every week.  It’s 

important for them to read nightly.  They are responsible for taking a Reading 

counts quiz on the books they have completed. Please read with your child 

and/or ask them about what they are reading. Talk about everyday activities to 

build your child’s background knowledge, which is crucial to listening and 

reading comprehension. Reading is a lifelong skill. A skill only improves with 

practice! Let’s continue to make this their best year yet! Reading Rocks!  

Here are a few quick suggestions on how you can help your child at home. 

1. Printable activities - www.fcrr.org has fun reading activities that you can 

print and cut to practice Literacy Strategies at home. All centers come with 

instructions and ways you can adapt the activity. 

2. Just READ! Research shows that students who 

http://www.fcrr.org/

