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FAFSA®

Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Visit Federal Student Aid at fafsa.ed.gov to learn more or submit a FAFSA

The FAFSA is the application that students must complete to apply for federal student aid which can be 
used to attend an eligible college or career school. Federal student aid includes Federal Pell Grants,  
federal student loans, and work-study opportunities

In addition, many states, private organizations, colleges, and career schools rely on information from  
the FAFSA to determine eligibility for nonfederal sources of aid. Completing the FAFSA is your path to  
a majority of grants and scholarships, regardless of your income or academic status.

Obtain an FSA ID
Every student AND parent who completes a FAFSA needs to have an FSA ID  
Your FSA ID identifies you as someone who has the right to access your personal information. The student  
AND parent must use separate email addresses to establish their FSA ID. If there is an older sibling or parent 
who has completed a FAFSA, the parent may already have an account and PIN number. Parents can update 
their account and request an FSA ID. Once the FSA ID is submited, it may take 3-5 days for it to be validated. 
This is a new security measure to protect personal information and ensure valid identification. 
 
 Visit http://fsaid.ed.gov to great an FSA ID
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Gather Documents
Before you fill out the FAFSA, gather the following documents:
(These documents are for your own reference in completing the form) 

• Social Security or alien registration number
• 2019 federal tax returns
• Records of untaxed income
• Cash, savings, and checking account balances
• Investments other than the home in which you live

FAFSA IRS Retrieval Tool (available within the FAFSA form):  
If eligible, the IRS Data Retrieval Tool allows students and parents to access IRS tax return information 
needed to complete the FAFSA, and transfer the data directly into their FAFSA from the IRS website.
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Complete the FAFSA
It is important to fill out the 2021-22 FAFSA as soon as possible once the application  
becomes available on October 1, 2020. If you need assistance, consider attending one of 
the FAFSA Completion Events listed on the next page. 
Filing prior to November 1st may provide the opportunity to ensure eligibility for the maximum state and 
federal aid awards. Also, most post-secondary institutions use the FAFSA completion date to determine 
eligibility for their institutional scholarships. Applying early ensures the student will receive the maximum 
amount of assistance available.
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Check Your Email Regularly
Even though you have submitted your FAFSA, it is important to regularly check your 
email. Within 3-5 days, you should receive an email with your Student Aid Report (SAR) 
and/or a request for additional information. It is important you follow up quickly.
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Creating and Using the FSA ID
What’s an FSA ID?
The FSA ID is a username and password you use to log in to U.S. Department of Education (ED) online 
systems. The FSA ID is your legal signature and shouldn’t be created or used by anyone other than you—not 
even your parent, your child, a school official, or a loan company representative. You’ll use your FSA ID every 
year you fill out a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form and for the lifetime of your federal 
student loans.

How do I get an FSA ID?
Visit StudentAid.gov/fsa-id/create-account to create an FSA ID. You’ll need your Social Security number, 
full name, and date of birth. You’ll also need to create a memorable username and password, and complete 
challenge questions and answers so you can retrieve your account information if you forget it.

You’ll be required to provide either your email address or your mobile phone number when you make your 
FSA ID. Providing a mobile phone number and/or email address that you have access to will make it easier to 
log in to ED online systems and allow additional account recovery options. 

Important: A Social Security number, email address, and mobile phone number can only be associated with  
one FSA ID. If you share an email address with someone else, then only one of you will be able to use that 
email address to create an FSA ID. 

FSA ID Tips
• If you need to provide information about your parents on the FAFSA® form, one of your parents will need an 

FSA ID to sign the form. Your parent can create an FSA ID and then sign the FAFSA form electronically 
using that FSA ID. Not sure whether you’ll need to put your parents’ information on the FAFSA form? 
Check out StudentAid.gov/dependency. Remember: You should create your own FSA ID, and your 
parent should create his or her own FSA ID. Also, make sure to use the correct FSA ID when signing the 
FAFSA form electronically.

• When you first create your FSA ID, the use of your FSA ID will be restricted to completing, signing, and 
submitting an original (first-time) FAFSA form. You’ll have to wait one to three days for your information to 
be confirmed by the Social Security Administration (SSA) before you can use your FSA ID for other actions, 
such as submitting a FAFSA Renewal or signing a Master Promissory Note. If you provided an email 
address, then you’ll receive an email letting you know that your information was successfully matched with 
the SSA and you can begin using your FSA ID.

• If you forget your FSA ID username or password, look for the “Forgot My Username” and “Forgot My 
Password,” links on log-in pages. These links will direct you to web pages where you can request a secure 
code to be texted to your verified mobile phone number or emailed to your verified email address. The 
secure code will allow you to retrieve your username or reset your password. You can also retrieve your 
username or reset your password by successfully answering your challenge questions. Remember: If you 
verified your email address or mobile phone number during account creation, you can enter your email 
address or mobile phone number instead of your username to log in. 

Learn more about how you can use your FSA ID at StudentAid.gov/help-center/answers/article/how-can-
i-use-my-fsa-id-username-and-password. Find this fact sheet at StudentAid.gov/resources#fsaid.

March 2020
Source: Federal Student Aid, http://www.StudentAid.gov



BRIGHT FUTURES
Florida

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program has helped more than 725,000 Florida students attend 
a post-secondary institution. Bright Futures awards include: Florida Academic Scholars award (FAS), 
Florida Medallion Scholars award (FMS), Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award (GSC), and the Florida 
Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award (GSV).

1 The required coursework aligns with the State University System admission requirements found in Florida Board of Governor’s Regularion 6.002

STEP 1
Go to www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org to find out how 
to qualify for a Bright Futures Scholarship.

Requirements for Florida Bright Futures Awards

STEP 2
Go to www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/ and submit a complet-
ed, error free Initial Student Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) 
during your last year of high school, by graduation.

STEP 4
Know your responsibilities...apply, meet the requirements before 
graduation and throughout your college career. (Requirements are 
subject to change with each Florida Legislative session.)

STEP 3
Make the grade, earn the score...and graduate! The Florida Bright  
Futures Scholarship Program is created to establish a lottery-funded 
scholarship program to reward any Florida high school graduate who  
merits recognition of high academic achievement. The graduate must 
enroll in a degree program, certificate program, or applied technology 
program at an eligible Florida public or private postsecondary institution.

TYPE
16 HIGH SCHOOL 

COURSE CREDITS1
HIGH SCHOOL 

WEIGHTED GPA
COLLEGE  

ENTRANCE EXAMS
SERVICE
HOURS

Florida Academic 
Scholar (FAS)

4 - English 
     (three must include substantial writing)

4 - Mathematics 
     (at or above Algebra 1 level)

3 - Natural Science 
     (two must have substantial laboratory)

3 - Social Science 
2 - World Language 
     (sequential, in same language)

3.50
ACT® / SAT®

2020-21:  29 / 1330
2021-22:  29 / 1330

100 hours

Florida Medallion 
Scholar (FMS)

3.00
ACT® / SAT®

2020-21:  25 / 1210
2021-22:  25 / 1210

75 hours

Sourse: https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/



Consider taking leadership roles and make  
sure to keep track of your volunteer hours

FINANCIAL AID CHECKLIST

. . . NOW WHAT?
I have completed my college applications

I have completed and submitted my FAFSA

I have completed and submitted my Bright Futures Scholarship Program  
“Initial Student Florida Financial Aid Application”

CONGRATULATIONS
AND GOOD LUCK!

YOU DID IT!
Choose which college
you will attend

SECURE YOUR SPOT!

LETTERSAWARD
Based on the information provided in the FAFSA, you will receive an  
award letter that explains the federal grants, loans, and work-study  
being offered by each college at which you were accepted. The offer  
may also include additional state and college-based aid.

If you receive award letters from multiple colleges, make sure to
carefully compare the offers and decide which school is best for you.

APPLY
Visit www.colliercountyscholarships.org
The Collier County Scholarship Connector allows you to search, learn about 
scholarship opportunities, and initiate the application process for scholarships  
that match your background, interests, and educational plans.

Collier County Scholarship Connector - Scholarship Search 
Step 1:  Complete short online form about your background and plans and 
             click “Find Matching Scholarships”

Step 2:  Review details of matching scholarships. Make sure to read all directions  
             for each scholarship

Step 3:  Add scholarships that interest you to your “basket”

Step 4:  Within your basket, “Package & Go” to download application and other  
             documents for the application process, or “Save for Later”

FOR LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS

STAY INVOLVED!
Participate in clubs and activitiesKEEP TRACK OF DEADLINES!



FINANCIAL
Answers to Frequently Asked Questions
There are billions of dollars of financial aid available to students who need help paying for college.  
If you want this assistance, it’s important that you determine your eligibility and apply on time.

Adapted from Collegeboard.com

How many college students get financial aid?
About two-thirds of full-time students pay for college 
with the help of financial aid in the form of grants and 
scholarships. Approximately 57 percent of financial aid 
dollars awarded to undergraduates are in the form of 
grants, and 34 percent take the form of federal loans.

Can I afford to go to college?
Despite all the news stories about rising college prices,  
a college education is more affordable than most  
people believe. There are many colleges that provide 
an excellent educational experience at a price you  
can manage. Public college prices are much lower  
than you might expect.

Does applying for financial aid hurt my  
chances of being admitted?
You are generally admitted based on your academic  
performance and the qualities you bring to the  
campus community. Colleges want to admit a diverse 
group of students and often use financial aid to achieve 
that goal. It is very important to apply for financial aid 
early in the application process, before all of a college’s 
funds are allocated.

Do I qualify for aid if I don’t get straight A’s?
Many scholarships reward student performance in high 
school, but most government aid is based on financial 
need. Remember, if you do receive need-based aid, 
you must remain in good academic standing to renew 
your aid annually.

Are private colleges out of my reach?
Although the cost of college is certainly an important 
factor, you should not concentrate on it until later in  
your college-selection process. Instead, focus on  
finding a college that is a good fit — one that meets 
your academic, career, and personal needs. In some 
cases, you might have a better chance of receiving aid 
from a private college and end up paying a lower total  
price than at a public college. Private colleges often 
offer more financial aid to attract students from every 
income level.

Is my family’s income too high to qualify for 
financial aid?
Financial aid is intended to make college available 
to students from many different financial situations.  
College financial aid officers consider family income, 
the number of family members in college, medical  
expenses and many other factors when reviewing your 
financial aid application. So, even if you think your 
family income is too high for you to qualify for aid, you 
should fill out the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible after October 1. This 
form determines your eligibility for federal and state 
student grants, work-study, and federal loans. 

The best way to get an estimate of how much financial 
aid a college will offer you — and therefore how much 
you’ll really pay to go to that college — is to use the 
college’s net price calculator. Most colleges have these 
tools on their websites. Net price calculators give you 
an estimate of your net price for a particular college 
— that is, the cost of attendance minus the gift aid you 
might get. 

Should I work while I’m attending college?
Students who attempt to juggle full-time work and 
full-time studies may have difficulty completing their  
academic programs. However, students who choose to 
work a moderate amount often do better academically.  
You may find that working in campus jobs related 
to your career goals may be a good way to manage  
college costs, get experience, and create new ties with 
the university.

Can I try to get my aid award revised?
Some colleges may be willing to review your aid 
package if your financial situation changes. Consider  
discussing these changes with the financial aid office if 
your family has experienced an unexpected decrease 
in income or increase in expenses since you applied 
for financial aid.

AID



about Financial Aid
MYTHS

MYTH REALITY

Source: Federal Student Aid (http://studentaid.gov)

“My parents make too much money,  
  so I won’t qualify for aid.”

There is no income cut-off to qualify for federal student  
aid. Many factors besides income — from the size 
of your family to the age of your older parent — are 
taken into account. Your eligibility is determined by a  
mathematical formula, not by your parents’ income 
alone. Remember, when you fill out the FAFSA, you 
are also automatically applying for funds from your 
state, and possibly from your school as well. In fact, 
some schools will not even consider you for any of their  
scholarships (including academic scholarships) 
until you have submitted a FAFSA. Do not make  
assumptions about what you’ll get — fill out the  
application and find out.

“Only students with good grades 
  get financial aid.”

While a high grade point average will help a student 
get into a good school and may help with academic  
scholarships, most of the federal student aid programs 
do not take a student’s grades into consideration.  
Provided a student maintains satisfactory academic 
progress in his or her program of study, federal student 
aid will help a student with an average academic record 
complete his or her education.

“I support myself, so I do not  
have to include parent information  
on the FAFSA.”

This is not necessarily true. Even if you support yourself 
and file taxes on your own, you may still be considered 
a dependent student for federal student aid purposes. If 
you are independent, you will not need to include your 
parents’ information on your FAFSA. However, if you are 
dependent, you must provide your parents’ information. 
The FAFSA asks a series of questions to determine 
your dependency status. You can preview the questions 
at StudentAid.gov/dependency.

“My ethnicity or age makes me 
  ineligible for federal student aid.”

There are basic eligibility requirements (which you can 
find at StudentAid.gov/eligibility), but ethnicity and age 
are not considered.



GLOSSARY
of Financial Aid Terms
AWARD LETTER
The document you receive from a college that explains the 
terms of the financial aid that the college is offering you. The 
information includes the types and amounts of financial aid 
offered, what you’re expected to do to keep the award and a 
deadline for accepting the award.

COLLEGE CREDIT
When a college grants credit for a course, it means that  
passing that course counts toward a degree. Colleges may 
also grant degree credit for scores on exams.

COST OF ATTENDANCE
The total amount of college expenses before financial aid. 
Cost of attendance includes money spent on tuition and fees, 
room and board, books and supplies, and living expenses.

CSS/FINANCIAL AID PROFILE®

A financial aid application used by more than 400 colleges, 
universities and private scholarship programs to award their 
financial aid funds. The College Board offers this service. 

DEMONSTRATED NEED
The difference between your expected family contribution 
(EFC) and the total cost of attendance for a particular college.

ENROLLMENT STATUS
A classification based on the number of credit-hours you’re 
taking; for example, your enrollment status may be full-time 
or half-time. Some loans or aid may be available only to  
students with a certain enrollment status, usually half-time 
or more.

EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION (EFC)
A measure of your family’s financial strength. States and  
colleges use this number to help determine your financial  
aid award. The EFC is calculated using information you  
supply about your family’s financial circumstances. 

FINANCIAL AID
Money given or loaned to you to help pay for college. Aid 
can come from federal and state governments, colleges, and 
private and social organizations.

FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL  
STUDENT AID (FAFSA)
The free application form you submit to apply for federal  
financial aid. It is required for all students seeking federal  
student grants, work-study programs and loans. Most  
colleges require it as well. The FAFSA may also qualify you 
for state-sponsored financial aid.

GRANT 
A kind of “gift aid” — financial aid that doesn’t have to be paid 
back. Grants are usually awarded based on need.

LOAN
Money you borrow from the government, a bank or another 
source. Loans need to be paid back, usually over an agreed 
period of time. You will most likely also have to pay interest on 
a loan — a fee for borrowing the money.

MERIT AID
Financial aid given to students based on their personal 
achievements. Most scholarships are considered merit aid, 
as they are generally awarded for success in school, the arts, 
athletics or another area.

NEED-BASED FINANCIAL AID
Financial aid (grants, scholarships, loans and work-study  
opportunities) given to students because they and their  
families are not able to pay the full cost of attending a certain 
college. This is the most common type of financial aid.

NEED-BLIND ADMISSIONS
A policy of making college admission decisions without  
looking at applicants’ financial circumstances. Colleges that 
use this policy may not offer enough financial aid to meet a 
student’s full need.

NET PRICE
Net price is the true amount a student will pay for a college. A 
common definition of “net price” is the full cost of attendance 
at a college (including room and board, supplies, and other 
expenses) minus the gift aid and education tax benefits.

OUTSIDE SCHOLARSHIP
Also called “private scholarship.” A scholarship offered by 
a private organization — not the government or a college.  
Outside scholarships are offered by all kinds of groups,  
individuals, corporations and nonprofit organizations.

PRIORITY DATE
The date by which your application – whether it’s for  
college admission, student housing or financial aid – must 
be received to be given the strongest consideration. Since  
financial aid is often limited, meeting the priority date is  
important to be eligible to receive funds.

RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS
The amount of time a student has to live in a state before he 
or she is eligible for in-state tuition prices and state aid. 

SCHOLARSHIP
A kind of “gift aid” — financial aid that doesn’t have to be 
paid back. Scholarships may be awarded based on merit or 
partially on merit. That means they’re given to students with 
certain qualities, such as proven academic or athletic ability.

TRANSCRIPT
The official record of your course work at a school or college. 
Your high school transcript is usually required as part of your 
college application and for some financial aid packages.

WORK-STUDY
A program that allows students to take a part-time campus  
job as part of their financial aid package. To qualify for 
the Federal Work-Study Program, which is funded by the  
government, you must complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Some colleges have their own 
work-study programs.

Adapted from Collegeboard.com


