
FAST Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) Kindergarten – Grade 2 

Question:  What are FAST Assessments? 

Answer:  In March 2022, Governor Ron DeSantis signed new legislation that replaces the Florida 

Standards Assessments (FSA) in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics with the Coordinated 

Screening and Progress Monitoring System, also called the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 

(FAST).  FAST ELA assessments are administered in VPK-Grade 10, and FAST Mathematics assessments 

are administered in Kindergarten-Grade 8. 

 

Question:  When are FAST assessments administered? 

Answer:  FAST assessments are administered three times during each school year: once at the beginning 

of the year (PM1), once in the middle of the year (PM2), and once at the end of the year (PM3).  For 

CCPS, the following windows have been established to minimize the instructional impact assessments 

may have: 

 PM1:  September 7-13, 2022 

 PM2:  January 9-12, 2023 

 PM3:  May 2023 (Daily Schedule Forthcoming) 

 

Question:  What is the purpose of each PM opportunity? 

Answer:  Each PM opportunity is used for slightly different purposes.  Here are the descriptions of each 

PM opportunity for students: 

 PM1 – This administration occurs at the beginning of the school year and is designed to provide 

a baseline score so teachers can track student progress in learning the B.E.S.T. Standards from 

PM1 to PM2. 

 PM2 – This administration occurs at the mid-year point to track student progress from the 

beginning of the year on learning the B.E.S.T. Standards. 

 PM3 – This last administration will provide a summative score that will accurately measure 

student mastery of the B.E.S.T. Standards at the end of the school year. While PM1 and PM2 are 

for informational purposes only, PM3 will be used for school accountability. 

 

Question:  My student said there were concepts not yet taught on the FAST assessment, is that true? 

Answer:  Each progress monitoring test covers the full “test blueprint,” meaning that all content 

expectations for that subject and grade level are assessed.  Therefore, for PM1 and PM2, your student 

may encounter test items about concepts not yet taught.  As we move into PM2, students will have had 

an opportunity to learn more grade-level standards, and this administration will provide a mid-year 

score to compare to the baseline score from PM1. 

 



Question:  What does the scaled score mean on FAST K-2 reports? 

Answer:  FAST K-2 assessments are administered using the Renaissance Star suite of assessments.  

Renaissance has a range of scaled scores used for all students taking the same assessment.  A scaled 

score is calculated based on the difficulty of questions and the number of correct responses for each 

student.  Providing scores on the same scale allows for the comparison of student performance across 

grade levels. 

 

Question:  What does the percentile rank mean on FAST K-2 reports? 

Answer:  Percentile ranks indicate the percentage of students taking the same test who obtained lower 

scores.  Percentiles range from 1–99 and express student ability relative to the scores of other students 

on the same assessment.  For example, if a student has a Percentile Rank of 78, the student’s skills are 

greater or equal to 78% of other children who were assessed.  It is important to note that Percentile 

Rank is not the same as Percent Correct. 

 

Question:  What is the difference between percentile rank and percent correct? 

Answer:  Percentile rank and percent correct are different measures.  Percentile rank is the percentage 

of values below a specific value (see above).  Percent correct is the number of items answered correctly 

divided by the total number of items.  For example, if an assessment has 50 items and a student answers 

27 correctly, the percent correct is 54% (27 ÷ 50 = 54%).   

 

Question:  The Star Reading Parent Report shows an Instructional Reading Level (IRL).  What do these 

numbers mean? 

Answer:  The IRL is an additional measure to help understand your student’s reading capabilities.  The 

IRL is the grade level where your student is at least 80% proficient recognizing words and 

comprehending reading materials.  For example, an IRL of 2.0 indicates 80% proficiency with second 

grade materials.   

 

Question:  The Star Reading Parent Report shows a Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD).  What do 

these numbers mean? 

Answer:  The ZPD is an additional measure to help understand your student’s reading capabilities.  The 

ZPD shows the range of reading levels that are appropriately challenging for your student.  For example, 

a ZPD of 2.3-3.3 indicates your student should be selecting books with a reading level between 2.3-3.3 

for optimal growth in reading. 

 

 



Question:  Are the results my student earned on PM1 a prediction for the entire year? 

Answer:  The PM1 results are not a prediction for the entire year, as the purpose of PM1 is to provide a 

baseline score so teachers can track student progress in learning the B.E.S.T. Standards from PM1 to 

PM2.  It is important to understand that score results are for informational purposes only and should be 

used to identify areas that may need additional instruction and support, including content that has not 

been taught yet.  PM1 results should not be considered student achievement designations for the entire 

school year. 

 


