
Do’s and Don’ts : Common FAFSA Mistakes 
DON’T leave blank fields:  

Enter a ‘0’ or ‘not applicable’ instead of leaving it blank. Too many blanks may cause miscalculations and  

an application rejection. 

 

DON‘T create an FSA ID for anyone but yourself!  

Parents and students must create their own individual FSA IDs.  

DON’T include the value of your primary home or vehicles, value of family farm, or retirement  

accounts as assets. 

 

DO use the right primary identifiers:  

Double check your Social Security Number and Driver’s License Number and have someone else check  

them too. Triple check to be sure. If your parents do not have Social Security Numbers, list 000-00-0000.  

Do not make up a number or include a Taxpayer ID Number (TIN). 

 

DO Enter YOUR CORRECT address 

Use your permanent home address! Do not list a temporary campus or summer address as your  

permanent address. 

 

DO use your FULL legal name (no nicknames!)  

Your name must be listed on your FAFSA as it appears on your Social Security Card - make sure you  

double check instead of assuming you know for sure what is on your card. Entering nicknames or other  

variations on your name will cause processing delays. 

 

DO count yourself as a student:  

The student completing the FAFSA must count himself or herself as a member of the household  

attending college during the award year. 

 

DO fill out the FAFSA and on time! 

Many students make the mistake of not filling out the FAFSA at all, which causes them to miss out on thousands 

of dollars each year. The FAFSA opens October 1st each year; make sure to fill out the FAFSA as soon as possible, 

but you should DEFINITELY fill it out before your earliest FAFSA deadline. Each state and school has it’s own 

FAFSA deadline, so make sure to keep track of those deadlines, especially when applying to out-of-state 

programs.  

 

Listing only one college 

Unless you’re applying to only one college or already know where you’re going to school, you should include 

more than one. Colleges can’t see the other schools you’ve added, so you should add ALL colleges you are 

considering to your FAFSA, even if you aren’t sure whether you’ll apply or be accepted. You can add up to 10 

schools at a time. If you’re applying to more than 10 schools, go to this site for more info: 

https://studentaid.gov/help/more-ten-colleges 

 



It doesn’t hurt your application to add more schools. In fact, you don’t even have to remove schools you later 

decide not to apply to. If you don’t end up applying or getting accepted to a school, the school can just disregard 

your FAFSA form. But you can remove schools at any time to make room for new schools. 

 

NOTE:  If you’re a resident of certain states, the order in which you list the schools on your FAFSA form might 

matter. *** The requirements for Florida are noted below:  

 

 
 

 

** FAFSA no longer requires male students to register with the Selective Service 


