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LAWS OF LIFE 

CHARACTER EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
The Laws of Life Program is a character building activity that helps 
young people focus on and develop positive character traits that lead 
to successful citizenship and a successful life.  The 2012 – 2013 Laws 
of Life Program was offered to students in grades 4 through 12 
throughout Collier County.  More than 3,400 students contributed 
essays for judging.  Forty semi-finalists presented their papers orally 
in front of the Blue Ribbon Panel of judges.  From these, our four 
finalists in each division (4 – 5th, 6 – 8th, 9 – 10th and 11 – 12th grades) 
were selected.  
 
The Laws of Life focus on twelve basic character traits: 
 

CITIZENSHIP 
COOPERATION 

COURAGE 
FAIRNESS 
HONESTY 
KINDNESS 

PATRIOTISM 
PERSEVERANCE 

RESPECT 
RESPONSIBILITY 
SELF-CONTROL 

TOLERANCE 
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THE SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 49’ERS 
 

The Southwest Florida 49’ers is an organization of business leaders.  Members are 
all former members of the Young Presidents’ Organization.  Their purpose is to 
establish a forum for idea exchange, education, and fellowship in order that 
members may continue to enrich their lives, expand their horizons, and provide 
leadership in their family, business, civic, and cultural life. 
 
The YPO, Young Presidents’ Organization, is a forum for education and idea 
exchange for 7700 Corporate Presidents in roughly 75 countries.  YPO members 
must meet certain qualitative criteria, and must exhibit leadership qualities with a 
high degree of integrity in both personal and business affairs.  The most important 
qualification of membership includes reaching an approved title (President; 
Chairman; CEO; Managing Director; Publisher; Head Partner) prior to his/her 40th 
birthday.  Other qualifications are that the business must report $6,000,000 in 
annual sales/turnover; $120,000,000 in assets for financial institutions or 
$4,000,000 in fees for agency-type businesses, and at least 50 full-time 
employees.  All members graduate from YPO after their 50th birthday.  The 49’ers 
is composed of these graduate members, who must be at least 49 years of age. 
 
YPO VISION STATMEMT clarifies their mission: 
 
YPO is committed to the development of “Better Presidents through Education and 
Idea Exchange” by providing a challenging environment, which promotes the 
exchange of ideas and shared experiences, facilitates the acquisition of knowledge, 
the development of wisdom and inspires and stimulates continual improvement of 
the individual. 
 
YPO fosters continual improvement of members’ business enterprises, in their 
personal and family lives, and in their community responsibilities. 
 
YPO prepares members to lead and manage change in a multi-value, multi-cultural 
global environment, while integrating the strengths and traditions of the past with 
the challenges and opportunities of the future. 
 
YPO actively supports those principles that will further the development of 
individual economic incentive and freedom of action. 
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Kevin Barry 
Tommy Barfield Elementary 

Ms. Pena 
 
Abraham Lincoln once said, "Be sure you put your feet in the right 
place, then stand firm."  His legacy inspires me to stand up for what I 
believe in, even if it is not the most popular opinion. 
 
Tolerance has two meanings.  First, it is the willingness to accept 
others who are different.  Second, it is the capacity to endure harsh 
environments or difficult situations.  To me, the most profound example of 
tolerance was Abraham Lincoln.  I plan to show how he exemplified both 
sides of the definition of tolerance. 
 
In 1860, Abraham Lincoln was elected as the 16th President.  He is 
best known for leading the Union in the Civil War and for ending slavery. 
He believed African American slaves deserved the same rights as all other 
humans.  Therefore, he is the perfect example of the first definition of 
tolerance because he accepted differences in others and fought for people 
who couldn't fight for themselves. 
 
Abraham Lincoln endured many pressures during the Civil War from 
1861 to 1865.  He carried on through assassination threats, huge loss of life 
on the battlefield, quarreling among his cabinet members and generals who 
were not ready to fight.  During the second year of the Civil War, he issued 
the Emancipation Proclamation.  It showed that the final goal of the war was 
to end slavery.  Other leaders would have given in to the immense pressure 
by ending the war early, but he was brave and persistent.  In April 1865, he 
was assassinated because of what he believed in.  Even though he was not 
alive to see it finalized, in December 1865, the 13th Amendment was passed 
to permanently end slavery.  His ability to endure harsh environments and 
challenging situations proves his worthiness of the second meaning of 
tolerance. 
 
Abraham Lincoln, clearly, was a man of tolerance and he will always 
be remembered as one of our most important Presidents.  As for me, like Mr. 
Lincoln, I plan to place my feet in the right place and then stand firm. 
 



 
Kylie Campbell 

Pelican Marsh Elementary 
Mrs. Bolock 

 
 

Robert Green Ingersoll once quoted, “Tolerance is giving to every other human 
being every right you claim for yourself.” Eleanor Roosevelt, a strong supporter of 
tolerance, believed exactly that. She didn’t feel that everyone should just be 
tolerant. Eleanor believed everyone should go beyond being tolerant and start 
respecting others for who they truly are. No matter their differences, she 
thought everyone was on the same playing field. Eleanor stood up for people who 
were treated unfairly and she completed her own work without assistance. Through 
tolerance, Eleanor Roosevelt stood up and made a difference. 

 
Eleanor Roosevelt lived in the 1900’s when blacks didn’t have equal rights. Eleanor 
thought this was sinful. She wanted blacks treated the same as whites. To prove a 
point, Eleanor once quit the Daughters of the American Revolution group because 
they wouldn’t let black singer, Marian Anderson, perform in their auditorium. This 
is just one gesture Eleanor did to stand up for African Americans. She fought 
endlessly against segregation. Eleanor gave speeches and wrote a column for the 
local newspaper about problems in the world. To top it off, she helped write the 
Declaration of Human Rights and as a result the segregation law was banned. 
Eleanor Roosevelt proudly altered the lives of African Americans. 

 
Eleanor Roosevelt believed in women’s rights, too. She wanted women to be 
equivalent to men. By holding press conferences and creating her own radio station, 
Eleanor wanted women to be respected as women. Since her newspaper column was 
a sensation, she proved that women could be as successful as men without any 
assistance. Even when she was very ill and her husband offered his aid, she refused 
because she thought he would take over the column and her quest for obtaining 
women’s right would go down the drain! 

 
Heroically, selflessly, independently. These words describe how Eleanor Roosevelt 
accomplished numerous achievements. Along the way, she learned not only to 
tolerate others, but to endure others for who they truly are. Eleanor Roosevelt 
was tolerant by giving to every other human being every right she claimed for 
herself. 
 



       
Kaci Wilkinson 

Corkscrew Elementary 
Mr. Klatzkow 

 
Pastor Ralph W. Sockman once stated, “The test of courage comes when you are in 
the minority.  The test of tolerance comes when you are in the majority.”  
Tolerance often doesn’t come easy to people.  When you’re in the minority, you 
never want to be teased or criticized by people who are different from you.  Many 
times somewhere in the majority, there will be a few people that show tolerance 
and acceptance to people in the minority. 

An example of intolerance, was shown at my school, Corkscrew Elementary.  A 
minority group of kids with disabilities were unable to play on the playground at 
recess.  The playground surfaces were made of mulch or sand which made it very 
difficult for kids using wheelchairs or walkers to move.  Those kids were not able 
to enjoy the playground with their friends.  My friend, Nic, used a wheelchair and 
could not play on the playground.  It made me really sad that he could never go on 
the playground with me.  That was not fair! 

A special thing suddenly happened.  Two moms from the majority decided to stand 
up for the rights of the minority.  Their dream was to build a Boundless Playground 
so that kids with and without disabilities could play together.  This special 
playground had smooth surfaces for wheelchairs and people that had difficulty 
walking.  It also had ramps that helped kids get to the top of the slides and two 
adapted swings for kids that needed extra support.  The biggest problems for the 
moms were getting the $350,000 to build it, and getting others to show tolerance 
to the kids that were being isolated. 

It took over 3 years, but the Boundless Playground of Corkscrew Community was 
finally finished in August 2009.  Since then, the playground has been used every 
day.  It has helped the kids at Corkscrew Elementary show tolerance and learn to 
accept people with disabilities.  I was thrilled that I could finally play on the 
playground with my spectacular friend, Nic.  He laughs with joy whenever I push 
him on the swings, and that makes me laugh, too. 
           



Megan Yonge 
Pelican Marsh Elementary 

Mrs. Bolock 
 

Oskar Schindler risked his life and fortune to save over 1,200 Jews from death in 
the Holocaust. Why did he do it? As he once articulated, “What is there to say? 
They are my friends. I would do it again, over and over-for I hate cruelty and 
intolerance.” 
 
Oskar Schindler was born on April 28, 1908, in Moravia. On January 30, 1933, a 
miserable chapter for Jews began, the Holocaust. Six million Jews were killed in 
appalling concentration camps and crowded ghettos. Schindler managed to save 
1,200 of them from death. Even though he was a Nazi supporter, he disliked the 
unfair treatment and killing of the innocent Jewish people. He demonstrated 
tolerance by treating them with compassion even though in some ways they were 
different from him in their religious beliefs and traditions. His understanding that 
all people mattered was quite exceptional. Taking the chance of being arrested or 
killed, he heroically risked himself to save as many people as he could. A true act of 
tolerance. 
 
As the owner of an enamelware factory in Poland, Schindler exemplified tolerance 
by hiring as many Jews as possible. He bribed the Nazis with money and 
possessions, disregarding that he was employing people of Jewish heritage. The 
Nazis thought that Schindler was taking them as factory workers. While he was, 
more importantly, he was sustaining them because working there saved them from 
the wretched concentration camps. He accepted that he could have been arrested 
for what he was doing. Nevertheless, Schindler didn’t care what the cost of it was; 
he wanted to keep his employees alive.  
 
Although Schindler died with absolutely nothing, he is credited with saving the 
lives of countless Jews and left us with numerous messages. A message that tells 
us that Jews are no different and that all people deserve to be treated equally. A 
message that encourages us to do what we think is right. But most importantly, he 
left us with a message that tells us the true meaning of tolerance, which is 
treating every human with the dignity they deserve. 
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Caroline Drigotas Lowe  

St. Ann Catholic School  
Ms. Gibbons-Ebert 

 
How many people on this earth have ever been treated unjustly just because their 
ideas were different from everyone else's? Perhaps these people wished others 
would accept their way of seeing life. What they need, what we all need, is 
tolerance. Everyone just wants to be liked and accepted, so tolerance is a gift that 
must be given to be received. 
 
Almost all the world's problems can be solved with tolerance, yet century after 
century, people have been fighting over problems that could easily be settled 
without such violence. Tolerance is easy to visualize, but the reason humanity has 
struggled in achieving it for so long is because tolerance is incredibly difficult to 
accept. One little idea can really offend someone. Sometimes we need to learn to 
simply accept other people's ways. However, we cannot tolerate injustice. We need 
to think with our hearts to decide whether a belief we don't agree with is just a 
different point of view or morally wrong. 
 
A good way to show tolerance is by following the footsteps of a tolerant person. 
Tenzin Gyatso, the fourteenth Dalai Lama and the world's most popular Buddhist 
monk, once said, "In the practice of tolerance, one's enemy is the best teacher." 
At age 15, he was enthroned as the ruler of Tibet in 1950. At the time, the 
People's Republic of China was trying to take over Tibet, so Gyatso went to Beijing 
to attempt peace talks with Mao Zedong and other members of the PRC. 
Unfortunately, these attempts failed, and Tibet's government collapsed. However, 
Gyatso refused to use any kind of violence and instead turned to public speaking 
and peaceful protests. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989. The Dalai 
Lama's mission is to protect Tibetan culture, promote religious tolerance, help 
people obtain true happiness through compassion for others, and spread world 
peace. 
 
Much of the intolerance in the world comes from little indifferences, not 
worldwide arguments. People are so focused on "important" religious and racial 
problems so that they forget to worry about small, daily problems. Often, this type 
of intolerance is the one that hurts people the most. Even if we don't show it, we 
can easily be intolerant of people who think or act differently than we do. I believe 



that in some cases, adults should be more like children when involving tolerance. 
When two adults are angry at each other, they gossip or mumble about each other 
and hide their hatred behind a smile, and stay angry for a very long time. But when 
two children are angry at each other, they express their anger and look for a way 
to solve their problem instead of trying to determine what is causing it, like adults 
do. Then they can play together again the following day. 
 
Tolerance is a quality that is difficult to master. But if we let go of judgment and 
view our morals, we may all achieve it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Emma Hofstetter 
North Naples Middle Schools 

Ms. Thames 
 

Tolerance is defined in Webster’s as “the ability or willingness to tolerate 
something, in particular the existence of opinions or behavior that one does not 
necessarily agree with.”  Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President and the author of the 
Declaration of Independence said:  “It does me no injury for my neighbor to say 
there are 20 gods, or no god.  It neither picks my pocket nor breaks my leg.”1  
Hermann Hesse, author of Siddhartha, said:  “It is not for me to judge another 
man’s life.  I just judge, I must choose, I must spurn, purely for myself.  For 
myself, alone.”2  To me, tolerance means putting up with others’ actions and words 
whether I like them or not!    

In larger examples, tolerance may involve an entire country.  People, in the United 
States, thankfully have the right to disagree with government decisions.  If I 
disagree with a law, I still must tolerate and obey it but I do not have to like it.  
For a civilized society to exist we must tolerate choices made for us by politicians 
but we can vote them out of office.     

Tolerance is not always a good thing.  The time of Jewish persecution, during the 
holocaust, they put up with Adolph Hitler’s rule.   In Nazi Germany, Jews could not 
protest; they didn’t know they would be stripped of belongings, dignity and taken 
to their deaths in gas chambers.  This was a horrific act in world history.  People 
living elsewhere during the tragedy were tolerant of Hitler’s actions and looked the 
other way until they could not avoid the truth anymore!  World opinion was that 
Hitler’s actions would not be tolerated. 

Tolerance is a virtue and a law of life.  No matter what the situation, there will be 
disagreement, and to survive without violence or discord, every person, family, 
state and nation must practice tolerance.  We will never all agree.  There are wide 
differences of opinion among peers, family members, state and national leaders and 
in every group within which we must coexist.   

In my everyday world, I must tolerate the annoyances of others. In the car 
recently, with my brother, playing a loud video game, and even though politely 

                                                 
 
 
 



asked, he refused to turn off very irritating sounds!   For the rest of a long ride I 
tolerated this aggravation!  The Dalai Lama XIV said “In the practice of tolerance, 
one’s enemy is the best teacher.”3  Although he isn’t my enemy, in that situation, he 
taught me never to do that to others!  We learn from those we do not like and 
situations with which we do not agree!   

Tolerance has helped me become patient.  If those who make war would learn this 
lesson, to practice tolerance, then maybe our country could be at peace.  John 
Kennedy, another former President, said “If we cannot end now our differences, at 
least we can help make the world safe for diversity.”4  Tolerance is truly an 
important virtue and we should all try to practice it daily in our lives.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
 

 
 



Emily Hugan 
Gulfview Middle  

Ms. Deye 
 
 

“What is tolerance? It is the consequence of humanity. We are all formed of 
frailty and error; let us pardon reciprocally each other's folly - that is the first 
law of nature. “ 

        Voltaire  

 It has been a little over ten months since the Boston Bombings, twelve years since 
the Chechnya border attacks, over 60 years since the holocaust atrocities, the 
Atomic Bombing and nearly a century since the first Wall Street bombing.  Even 
though the enmity and outrage of these callous attacks has decreased with time, 
we still feel the lingering tension, the never ending feeling of judgment, and the 
wedges between countries because of political differences. Throughout history, we 
have divided ourselves because of our skin color, religious views, and simply sharing 
our own opinions. It is time for us to drop our aggressive ways and work as a whole, 
without any prejudicial actions.  If we look upon the great role models of our world, 
we will acknowledge the wisdom and astuteness of Voltaire, the compassion of Pope 
Francis, and the gentle nature of Mother Teresa.  It is time for my generation to 
make changes; teach and demonstrate tolerance not only within our country but to 
our neighbors throughout the world. 

We rarely consider the younger generation as an entity who can teach many adults 
fundamental lessons. Anne Frank, a young lady with a concept of mind beyond her 
years, showed compassion and strength in the darkest of times. Even in hiding from 
the authoritarian Nazis, she looked at the world and saw the morally just in those 
who were determined to extinguish her culture. As quoted by her ever famous 
diary, “It's really a wonder that I haven't dropped all my ideals, because they seem 
so absurd and impossible to carry out. Yet I keep them, because in spite of 
everything, I still believe that people are really good at heart.” She accepted that 
her community had different opinions and standards than she. She accepted the 
world with all its travesties and devastation. She accepted this society because 
she held in her heart that there were still virtuous people.  

The definition of tolerance is thought to be “to withstand something”, but the true 
meaning is much more than that. It is to remain strong when the world around you 



is collapsing. It is protecting and cherishing those around you. It is going beyond 
tolerance; to truly accept and embrace differences in other people. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kaitlin Yonge 
Pine Ridge Middle School 

Ms. Everett 
 
World War II was a dark and horrific time for the world. Along with war, the 
Holocaust was taking place and more than six million Jews were executed under 
Nazi orders. During this mass murder, Miep Gies, along with three others, hid two 
Jewish families in a “Secret Annexe” above her work building. One of these 
families was Anne Frank’s family. Otto Frank once wrote after the war about 
Miep’s immediate agreement to hide them, “They immediately agreed, though they 
were fully aware of the dangerous task they would be taking upon themselves in 
doing so. By Nazi-law anyone helping Jews was severely punished and risked being 
put into prison, being deported or even shot.” Unlike most at the time, Miep 
accepted and sustained Jews.  
 
To begin, Miep Gies was not Jewish; she was Catholic. Miep lived in Amsterdam and 
worked for a Jewish company, owned by Otto Frank. Under Nazi-law, the Franks 
were stripped of ownership of the company. Miep never treated Jews differently, 
even though the world around her labeled them as intolerable. She accepted their 
differences, although they were unlike her own. “Lumping people together makes 
children believe all members of these groups think and act the same,” she once 
stated. In the Holocaust, the Jewish genocide continued for so long because non-
Jews had this lumping mind-set.  
 
In addition, Miep Gies exemplified tolerance by sustaining the Jews hiding in the 
“Secret Annexe”. When these Jews went into hiding, they were cut off from the 
rest of society. Miep played a central role in providing them with food, support, and 
current news. As Anne Frank wrote in her diary, “We were never far from Miep’s 
thoughts.” Miep took care of their daily needs, while keeping Otto’s business open. 
Sustaining the Franks was very difficult for Miep but she continued because it was 
her duty as a human. 
 
Miep believed that all humans had a duty to help others in need.  For the two long 
years that Miep was hiding the Jews, she knew her life was at stake. Despite the 
risk, she agreed to help them.  Hold your applause, however, for she sought no 
praise for her actions. 
Miep Gies did not want to be called a hero.  She knew the consequences of her 
actions, but continued anyway.  “I am not a hero.  I stand at the end of the long, 



long line of good Dutch people who did what I did and more – much more- during 
those dark and terrible times years ago.” She thought what she did for the Franks 
was justifiable. She felt they were equal.  Miep Gies displayed tolerance towards 
the Jews by accepting their differences and sustaining them, at all costs. After 
the war, she traveled worldwide spreading the message of tolerance. Her message 
can be summed up in her answer to Otto Frank’s request to hide the two families, 
“Of course.” She did not hesitate. She agreed to sustain and accept those 
outcasted by society.  
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Elisabeth Blaine 
Gulf Coast High 

Ms. Anthony 
 

October 9th, 2012 saw the near-death of a young girl who only wanted an education. 
Malala Yousafzai was shot in the head by the Taliban for defying their reign of 
terror. She was rushed to England where she miraculously survived. Amazingly, 
Malala wanted to continue her advocacy, even more determined than ever to find a 
way to provide every girl with an education. She shows perseverance in refusing to 
give up and courage in facing death in her struggle for knowledge. 

Malala was born in Pakistan, a country that forbids education for girls due to the 
rule of the Taliban. At the age of 11, she began to write a journal for BBC under a 
pseudonym about her desire to go to school. Education meant everything to her, 
and to have her books and pens taken away was unbearable. When the public 
discovered her true identity, she did not let this stop her from spreading her 
message. She began to speak to crowds of people and to the media about the 
importance of education and the unfairness of the Taliban’s new policies. She said 
that every girl everywhere deserves to learn and that she was still going to school, 
whether or not the Taliban approved of it. This was beyond courage and 
perseverance because she was proving that she was going to receive an education. 
Malala knew that she could be killed for her efforts, but this did not deter her, 
and continued to speak about what she thought was a human right. Her message 
was starting to gain momentum, and she was becoming a threat. The Taliban issued 
a green light for her assassination. They struck at midday when a bus full of 
teenage girls was headed home from school. As a man boarded the bus with a gun 
and demanded for Malala Yousafzai.  Nobody spoke, but eyes looked at the one girl 
whose face was uncovered. When he aimed the gun and pulled the trigger, his hand 
was shaking. 

Her story spread around the globe rapidly and she soon became a phenomenon. 
Upon awakening in a foreign country, Malala decided that she was not going to let 
the attempt on her life stop her from continuing her advocacy. In fact, it had 
fueled the fire inside of her. She studied in her hospital bed and allowed pictures 
of her reading to be released to the public. After she was discharged from the 
hospital, she enrolled at a school in England to further her knowledge despite the 
target still on her back. School meant more to Malala than anything, and she was 
going to attend to prove to everybody that everyone should have an education. She 
launched Malala Fund, a charity that reaches out to educate as many girls as 



possible reach their full potentials in the world. Malala has said that opening this 
fund was the happiest moment of her entire life. She has given speeches and her 
message has spread to political figures, the President of the United States and 
the Queen of England, and the people of the United Nations, to name a few about 
her determination for every child, especially girls, to receive an education because 
it is the most important weapon that society has. Malala knows that she could be 
shot again and possibly killed, but Malala has said that she is no longer afraid of 
what the Taliban could do. She believes that she survived for a reason and that her 
weakness, fear, and hopelessness died with the bullet. In the words of Angelina 
Jolie at the ceremony, “they shot her point blank range in the head-and made her 
stronger”. 

The Taliban shot Malala Yousafzai to silence the growing threat, but they didn’t. 
Instead, she survived and continues to amaze the world with her perseverance and 
courage. She could have gone into hiding, rather, she has become a worldwide 
symbol for education. Malala has traveled to various countries to inform leaders of 
the power of learning. Girls everywhere look up to her as an inspiration, and many 
have drawn strength from her actions. Thousands have raised their hands and have 
spoken the three words heard around the world: “I am Malala”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Imogen Bowden 
Naples High  
Ms. McKee 

 
A name that is synonymous with peace is Mohandas Gandhi, also known as Mahatma 
or the ‘great soul’. Famous for his doctrine of non-violent protest and leadership of 
the Indian nationalist movement against British Imperialism, Gandhi became a role 
model for many, especially after he led thousands on a ‘March to the Sea’ in 
protest of the tax on salt. Despite being defamed, jailed and beaten, Gandhi never 
resorted to violence. Instead he employed fasting rather than using the available 
military force to bring peace to Calcutta and Delhi during a feud between India and 
Pakistan over a religious debate, proving his strong belief in peaceful protest. 
Gandhi’s life came to an abrupt end when a Hindu fanatic assassinated him on the 
30th of January 1948; his courageous decisions live on. 

In the modern world, it is inspiration by these monumental acts of courage that we 
need. People like Malala and Gandhi, who have the courage to stand for what they 
believed in even in the face of death, inspire others to accomplish the smaller and 
sometimes anonymous acts of courage in everyday life.  

In all levels of life, courage is needed to help people make the right decision. Those 
near the top of society such as politicians and CEO’s of big companies need courage 
to make bold decisions, even though it may make them unpopular among certain 
vested interests. Young people also need to employ courage in their everyday lives. 
Many kids need courage to stand up to bullies; some from difficult or impoverished 
backgrounds need courage to strive to get a good education when they could easily 
drop out.  

To augment what B.C. Forbes said, we remember those with courage against fear 
because they inspire us. Without their strength and bravery to fight, there would 
be no motivation to speak up for what is right and face fear. If courage were more 
widely spread through society, it would result in a world that listens to the opinions 
of all people, even those who are considered less important.  

Courageous decisions are always the harder ones to make as they involve standing 
up, overcoming fear and having the strength to continue in the face of defeat or 
criticism. If everyone in the world made courageous decisions everyday and did the 
right thing, not always the popular thing, it would improve society. 

 



Kelly Canaday 
Naples High 
Ms. McKee 

 

“Laws alone cannot secure freedom of expression; in order that every man present 
his views without penalty there must be spirit of tolerance in the entire 
population.”  Tolerance is necessary for us to truly have freedom, the kind of 
freedom that only a tolerant society can bring.  The kind that isn’t a limited lie, 
with laws in place to make us feel a false sense of security.  This law of life will 
bring more truth, insight and belonging into our lives once it is in practice on a 
wider scale. 

 If tolerance were more present in society, we would be encouraged to open 
our eyes and discover more of the gifts of those around us, which in turn would be 
used in the world for the benefit of all.  Everyone has a unique gift of their own 
that should not go to waste or lie dormant.  Being yourself is how to discover that, 
but it is also the loneliest thing in the world. How on earth can tolerant people, 
those that have enough courage to extend their thoughts out to others in an 
attempt of acceptance, ever manage to feel lonely?  We need the initiative to lift 
each other up, expand our minds, and improve the world.  Tolerance opens that 
door. 

 Once this happens, people will be shown that they aren’t so alone as they’d 
like to think  we’re supposed to be ourselves – to be brave, carefree, at least in the 
sense that we’re not afraid to be open.  This, however, cannot happen without 
tolerance. 

 From my personal experience, one person that could have benefitted from 
those ideals was my grandfather, a man made to be ashamed of his own history.  As 
a direct Cherokee Indian descendant living in Oklahoma, a result of the trail of 
tears forced relocation, he often lied about his heritage, diminishing the 
percentage of his ancestry considerably.  He was a strong man, and I know he only 
did it in fear of appearing like a victim.  That’s not who he was. 

  
 

         
 

 
 



Sofia Wajner 
Palmetto Ridge High School 

Mrs. Topping 
 

 

David Pelzer exemplifies perseverance due to his courage, patience, and 
determination. Born into a family of a very abusive mother, a neglectful father, and 
hate filled siblings, Dave was alone in the world; yet he somehow overcame various 
obstacles when no one thought he could. Dave Pelzer is not just a recovering soul, 
he is a survivor. 

The creation of his book “A Child Called It”, on the New York Times best seller list 
for six years, was not only sickening to read but inspiring and jaw dropping. He 
writes an autobiography on his childhood at home with his alcoholic, unstable 
mother and his father who neglected to help even though he knew the torture his 
son was enduring. His mother played all kinds of disturbing “games” with him. She 
made him swallow ammonia to see how long he could not breathe, or force him to 
regurgitate food she forbid him to eat, than eat the bile as punishment. Even 
though his mother became more insane every day, he pushed through; his courage 
to stay alive was incredible, even when he had nothing to live for. He showed this 
courage by never giving in, never letting his mother get the best of him, he never 
stopped pushing forward even until the end.  

Alongside his courage comes his patience, the amount of patience Pelzer had was 
inconceivable. Every night for a month he would be made to sleep under the dining 
room table next to the litter box with nothing but newspaper to cover him. Dave 
never knew when this reign of hell would end, but he stayed alive, and he waited. 
His two other brothers were treated like kings while David was sent to sit in front 
of a mirror and repeatedly recite to himself that he is a “bad boy”. He had to have 
had a boatload of patience in order to watch his brothers’ parade around, acting 
like nothing was wrong. The beatings of David Pelzer began when he was five or six 
years old in the first grade. He was finally rescued on March 5th, 1973; he was 
twelve years old. Now tell me that is not patience. 

Almost seven years of various deranged “games” and torture techniques, and Dave’s 
determination kept growing. Even when his mother stabbed him in the stomach or 
burned his hand on the stove, he still managed to keep living, surviving. His 
perseverance and determination is blindsiding. How could a five year old boy endure 



the pain even a grown man cannot even handle? Pelzer may not have realized it 
himself, but after reading the words from his book, you can feel the perseverance. 
The determination he had to defeat his mother, and beat her at her own games, 
was almost tangible. Dave held on, through the starvation, through the mental 
torture and physical beatings, and through the pain. Up until one day the school 
nurse finally had enough of his excuses. She knew exactly what was happening at 
his home, especially after David showed up to school with a bruised head, from 
being pushed into a counter top. The police finally took Dave away; he was put into 
foster care and would never have to go home to “the wicked witch” ever again. 

Now as an adult, for over 25 years Dave has encouraged a multitude of 
organizations and millions of people to keep moving forward no matter what. Pelzer 
dedicates his time helping others help themselves. Even in adulthood, he still 
perseveres to have a full life regardless of his past. The amount of courage, 
patience, and determination David had during his childhood exemplifies his 
perseverance. This all may seem like a brutal tale out of a story book, but that is 
an understatement. Scenarios like these are a part of life, but Dave decided to lay 
down the law.  
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Valencia Fortin 
Naples High 

Gossline-Rubiano 
 

When I was younger I hated being a girl. I hated skirts, make-up, dresses “the 
whole nine yards”.  I always felt like I was caged or trapped in a box. This box had 
holes on both sides to allow for fresh air to seep in; however its small holes 
hindered me from seeing the outside.  My frail, fragile body sat comfortably within 
the box while I was still petite. As I began to develop, my limbs were quickly being 
suffocated by the tightly compacted space. The box was soon altered, to fit my 
ever changing stature, and the pattern continued like such; I would grow and the 
box would grow with me. I knew that with courage the box could be open, which 
would free me from all the basic stereotypes of being a girl.  It was the cowardice 
of my heart, the fear of judgment, and punishment that enclosed me there. At 
times I would see flashes of light enter through the small holes of the box; I 
thought it was God for it is said in Second Timothy “God has given us not the spirit 
of fear, but of power”. I would often reflect on these flashes of light, knowing 
that I could not expire in this box. One day when I felt my heart had grown weary 
of solitude, the ray of incandescent light peered into the box; I gained an unknown 
courage and parted the opening of the box. For the first time in a long time I saw 
the beauty of the world around me.  

We all have our own boxes whether we realize it or not. We are given a set of rules 
and regulations that we must follow to suit the norm of our society. The box maybe 
spacious enough to hinder us from realizing its immediate presence ; however; it is 
minute enough to remind us that it is still there and keeps us from going astray. My 
box, like many young girls, restricted me from taking part in many activities. All too 
well I knew that I could not play outside with the boys, I was not to “run like an 
animal”, I was not to speak out of the line of a lady, I was to remain in the house 
and learn to navigate the ways of the kitchen alongside my mother. But I could not 
introspectively accept the regulations, I always lingered by the door a little too 
long after my brothers went and played outside. I despised cooking, and I could 
never remember to “bite my tongue”. Although I was perplexed by the rules, I said 
nothing, I was obedient, and I remained in the box like I was told. My mother was 
my light, and she constantly reminded me that there was a way out, only if I 
wanted it for myself. My mind and intelligence she would say were the hands that 
would lift the panels of the box. My beliefs, would truly allow me to elevate from 
the bottom of the box to the surface. All I needed was courage in my heart and I 
could achieve freedom from restriction.  



I, like many, was not born courageous, but in time learned. I spoke up when I knew 
something was wrong, I refused to lurk in the shadows but brought my beliefs to 
light. I realized that the greatest punishment was to know that I abused the power 
that God had given me, and ensconce like a coward. I found solstice in stories of 
women who had shown that courage led to success. Carrie Chapman Catt the 
president of the National American Women Suffrage Association proved that with 
diligence and courage anything could be achieved. Carrie and many suffrages were 
faced with contention, people shunned their beliefs, and a male dominated society 
rejected their efforts. Catt and her partners fought hard and long, even when 
their efforts proved futile. They all knew in the backs of their minds that their 
lives were at great risk, yet they stood up for what they believed in.   In 1920 the 
nineteenth amendment was passed.  The suffrages proved that our greatest 
weapon is courage, and to taste the sweetness of freedom we must stand for our 
beliefs.  We are not the makers of our box; however we must decide whether to 
reside under the strict oppression of others or step out and do what we know is 
right. We are on a path to freedom, our courage will decide whether we walk or get 
left behind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 Melisa Gomez 

Lely High School 
Mrs. Duesler 

 
Throughout my young, and what most would consider inexperienced, life, I have 
learned one of two things:  that as humans, our greatest fear is to be unique. 
Different, is the term usually used when implying a negative connotation. We are 
afraid of our own potential, and the damage we can create. Only, is it damage when 
we do what is right? When we stand up, not only for ourselves but for others, and 
rise against the tide? When we are courageous, when we are fearless, is it wrong to 
be different?  

The second thing I've learned is that, as humans, our greatest desire is to stand 
out and be noticed; to be the one recognized for all that we truly are. Because 
inside of everyone-- the extroverts, introverts, the brave and the hesitant-- in the 
pit of our core, we have the potential to be something great. To do something great 
is a purpose for which we can all fight for. And when we find it in our hearts to 
change the shape of our mouths and form the words no one else will say, we become 
powerful.  

As defined by the online Merriam-Webster dictionary, courage is "the ability to do 
something that you know is difficult or dangerous." So when Rosa Parks, one of the 
many African-Americans who were discriminated against in America, had to 
courage to not stand up but to stay seated, she shone the light of courage into a 
tunnel of despair. In a time of turmoil that was swept under the rug, Rosa had the 
ability to face the fear of being different; of being singled out as the one who 
disobeyed. On the contrary, she became the one who was unique: the one with 
strength and courage. 

While on the topic of brave women, I'd like to bring another one to mind: chances 
are you do not know her name. Her face may trigger a tickle in your hippocampus, 
but she is ghost. She shouldn't be alive; she should be six feet under if the Taliban 
had their say. Malala Yousafzai, a girl younger than me, is undoubtedly the most 
courageous soul I will ever know. I first heard of her through social media. The 
second I read her story, I felt so much admiration; there were tears in my eyes.  

Malala had received threats when it became evident that she was the anonymous 
blogger who scolded the Taliban for making it harder for girls to receive an 
education. But she refused to be silenced; she refused to be told that she could no 



longer do what she loved; she refused to not learn. And so she took a stand. She 
set her jaw, lifted her chin and looked the Taliban in the eyes and rebuffed their 
efforts to quiet her. She became a symbol of courage.  

 Even after being threatened by the Taliban for writing the blog that depicted the 
wrongs of the Taliban's restrictions on women's education, she continued to attend 
school with her classmates. Until one day, on her way to school, she was shot at 
point blank range. She was only 15. She managed to survive, and continues to speak 
out for the right for education for her fellow female peers. She has set herself 
apart and become not only a symbol of courage, but something different; something 
new; something brave. 

Courage is the law of life that is all encompassing; with fearlessness comes the 
ability to face the facts and be honest, while being compassionate. With self-
control, a sense of courage is necessary so we do not settle with satisfaction, but 
strive for more and become stronger. As we stand up for what is right, we take 
responsibility for what is error. It is cooperation that takes courage so we are able 
to tolerate the ideas of others, while submitting our own for things to change. 
Doing what we’re doing now, simply living, takes courage. It dictates our life; it can 
make or break you. Don’t be afraid to be different. Be courageous.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Karla Hayman 
Lely High 

Ms. Murray 
 

A man walks into a general store. As the bell over the door announces his arrival, 
the owner looks up with a welcoming smile that quickly morphs into a grimace of 
displeasure. As the man makes his purchases, the owner watches him coldly, 
suspicion sharp in his gaze. When he leaves the store, the muttered, derogatory 
comments of the owner follow him. In today’s society, this scenario is becoming 
more and more widespread. People everywhere are judged everyday by the shape 
of their features or the thoughts of their minds. This prejudice is not the hallmark 
of an improved society; rather, it is the mark of a morally deficient one. What this 
society needs is a strong dose of tolerance, as exemplified by leaders like Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi. 

Ask any elementary school student about the Civil Rights Movement, and Martin 
Luther King, Jr. is the first name that pops into their head. He was a force for 
change because he had a dream that all could treat each other without distinction, 
a dream he helped realize and that continued to be realized by others long after 
his death. Martin Luther King, Jr. lived during a time when a man, woman, or child 
was viewed as inferior simply because of the color of their skin. Not only did King 
believe differently, he took steps towards opening the eyes of America through 
various marches, protests and demonstrations; and his actions helped shape a new 
society. 

Halfway around the world, another man fought for the same principles and beliefs 
as King. His name was Mohandas Gandhi, but to the people who believed in him, he 
was Mahatma Gandhi. Like King, Gandhi was surrounded by intolerance and decided 
to do something about it. He staged multiple nonviolent protests to take back and 
defend the rights of his people. An important thing to note about Gandhi was that 
he showed discernment:  he knew when to pull back his protest before it got out of 
hand, making sure the focus stayed on what he was working for and not on his 
methods. 

What do the examples of these men teach us? Both believed in equality and 
defended the rights of a group of people who were being mistreated. Both had the 
help of supporters from a variety of backgrounds. Most importantly, they didn’t sit 
passively by and let things happen. They took actions to combat the injustice they 
saw around them. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Mohandas “Mahatma” Gandhi 



personified tolerance, and by imitating them, we can be a part of an improved 
society. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Katherine Lucas 
Naples High 

Mr. Rothring 
 
As I have matured, I have realized that we all have a story to tell; these stories 
are shaped by our set of unique values. Values are essential to who we are as human 
beings, and who we will become in the future. Although my story is far from over 
with many blank pages waiting to be filled, there is one person, without whom, the 
story would be incomplete. This person is my grandfather, Dr. Charles Stanley 
Eytel. He has played an essential role in helping establish my own individual moral 
value system. Through his unwavering dedication to succeed in all aspects of life, 
my grandpa has been a testament to the importance of perseverance. Clearly, 
perseverance is an instrumental ‘law of life,’ for it allows us to face challenging 
situations with courage and fortitude.  
      
 Not many people have the childhood memory of sitting in a chemotherapy 
treatment room laughing and conversing with cancer patients, but since I was a 
little girl, I have had the privilege of seeing, first-hand, the lives my grandfather 
has saved as an oncologist. This has allowed me to witness my grandfather’s 
relentless perseverance in his work. Ten years ago, my paternal grandmother was 
diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumor, and she was treated by my maternal 
grandfather. The treatment began with chemotherapy, and when that did not work, 
several rounds of radiation followed. After about a year of failed attempts of 
treating the tumor, my grandfather refused to give up. He turned to research, 
spending hours and hours pealing through hundreds of medical journals. This is 
where he found a case study that showed success with a drug not traditionally used 
to treat my grandmother’s specific tumor. He prescribed her this unorthodox 
medication, and it was a success. Without my grandfather’s unparalleled 
perseverance, my grandmother would not have lived nine more years in remission.  
 
About five years ago, my grandfather sustained a stroke in the right hemisphere 
of his brain, causing him to lose the ability to walk. Having spent his whole life 
caring for others, my grandfather was now the patient. He faced the daunting task 
of relearning how to walk in the only fashion he knew how- with unimaginable 
strength. Through hours upon hours of grueling physical therapy, he learned how to 
walk again. Overcoming challenges with grace, my grandfather has served as a role 
model for perseverance in my own life and has allowed me to face challenging 
situations with courage and fortitude.   



   
No matter how articulate I aim to be, words seem to fail when I express the 
influence my grandfather has had on my life. He has exemplified perseverance in 
both his personal and professional life, serving as a role model for myself and 
others around him. Perseverance means more than just not giving up; perseverance 
is an attitude and mindset of persisting one single ideal or discipline to achieve 
success, to accomplish a goal in spite of facing a  number of difficulties, 
obstructions, hurdles,  or failures. Clearly, perseverance allows humans to achieve 
what may seem like impossible feats.                                  
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